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“ALL-POWERFUL HUMAN WORDS"

5 June 1970

Moses said: “Show me Thy glory; and the Lord said, I will put
you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover your face with my hand

until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you
ahalH see my back; but my face shall not be seen." [Exodus 33:18,
22,23

The word “Moses" is the 0l1d Perfective of the Egyptian verbd
"to be born." You cannot see the face of God until you are "born
from above." He puts it into a cleft of the rock. The "rock," we
are told, is God. [See Deuteronomy 33:4; I Samuel 2124 and II Samuel
22:32.] “The rock that begot thee."

We are told, "the Rock is Christ." [I Corinthians 10:4] "of
the rock that begot thee thou art unmindful, and have forgotten the
Rock that gave thee birth." [Deuteronomy 32:18]

You are buried in a rock. I will tell you, that rock is your
own wonderful skull! There is something there to be born; it cannot
gee the face of the Lord until it is born -- not until it's born.

You and I are asked, in the meanwhile, to practice a Principle
known as Forgiveness or Repentance. “Repentance" is a radical change
of attitude towards everything in this world. That's repentance.

Now we will start with a story that happened this past week.

A very dear friend of mine that I persuaded to do this work in San
Francisco -- you know him, Freedom Barry. He now lives in Cambria.
That is halfway between here and San Francisco. He has one consumin
passion, and that's music. He graduated from the New England Con-
ervatory of Music, but he felt that he was not equal to the concert
field. It is highly competitive, and he really felt that he was not
quite of that timber.

He was born and raised in poverty -- extreme poverty. He was
an orphan when he was simply a little child -- a little baby. Well,
he came west and got a job; and when he came to my meetings, after
about two years I met him. I rather liked him, and I asked him if
he would like to do what I am doing; and he said, "Yes, I would, but
I am not qualified."

I said, "You only answered correctly. If you felt you were
qualified, you'd be no earthly good."

Today, I would say I am not qualified. If you asked me for my
intellectual background, I couldn't qualify; ask me for any back-
ground, I couldn't qualify.

I once met Damrosch in New York City at the Bohemian Club. At

the Harvard Club they met once a month. And when I was introduced
to him by this most outgoing person, he asked me what was my back-

ground. Was it Germanic as far as my teaching? Was it Germanic,
was it French, was it English? I said, No, it all came by revela-
tion; and the o0ld man turned his back on me as though he was talking
to the scum of the earth!




Here was a social gathering. He judged you by your background,
based upon whether you were trained in the Germanic school, the
French school, the English school, and he named it. Well, I could-
not have answered in the affirmative that question; so he turned his

back.

So, I said to Freedom, "You do not need any background. You
trust me. I like you. I think you are honest, and you will not de-
ceive any one. You will go north and you will teach."

So he went north and he has been teaching successfully. He
bought himself a home in Cambria, as I said, midway between here and
San Francisco. It's a modest home, but at lezst it's his home. It's
all clear. But there is one consuming passion that he has; it's
music. He loves music, and he had this lovely grand piano, but some-
thing was needed. He had to have it, not repaired, but something
must be done, and there was a moderate charge of $400 to do what he
thought should be done; but they could only do it if he sent it back
to the factory. It was sent to the factory.*

They would not ship it back to him unless he first came down and
tested it and tried it out. Everything ought to be just right as he
thought it to be right. So he came down, played on it, and he ac-
cepted it. Then they gave him a date of delivery. So he waited at
home, but there was no piano. The next day, no piano.

Then he called them, and they said, "Well, we were waiting for a
full load; but now there is a full load, and so you will get your
piano Wednesday," -- of last week, -- not this week, Wednesday of last
week. He waited in all day and there was no piano; so then when he
called, they said strangely enough, "Our driver and the truck and its
contents have disappeared and we cannot locate him. We cannot locate
the truck or the contents."

The next day when he called, there was no trace of the driver.
So, in desperation, he called me. He said, "You know, I teach this
Law; but, Neville, every penny that I have is really locked up in my
piano. I have my home, but I have no income at the moment, and ny
one outgoing thing is simply to play. And it's only insured for
$2,000, and I could not replace it for $4,000. But long before I
could get the $2,000, if ever, here I am strapped; and I am calling
you to help. You are the only one to whom I can turn."

I said, "Thank you for the confidence"; and then that was it.

Right after I hung up, I "heard" him play that piano. I could
put my hands upon his shoulder, and I could "feel" Freedom. I could
“feel" the piano, and I heard this lovely music. Then that night be-
tween 8:00 and 10:00 there is a lovely program that comes on KFAC,
and it's usually piano music, but it is lovely music all through the
day, 24 hours a day. So any time of the day I can turn that on,
which is really turned on all day anyway. And I heard this glorious
concerto, and I imagined Freedom was playing it, and I simply put my
hands upon him and thanked him for the joy he gave me in the playing
of this concerto, and I could "feel" the piano.

Yesterday morning at 11,00 o'clock he called. I was not availabl:
but my wife answered. He said, "I would have called you at 4430 this

* See S.F. lecture, "Identical Harvest,"
13 July 1970; also L.A..lectures,
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morning when the piano was delivered, but I thought it unwise to dis-
turb you at that hour in the morning, at 4:30; but now I am going to
call you, because you must be up." He said, "I am going to give you
all the details eventuallg. I can't do it now over the 'phone. It
was & strange, strange thing." :

He did say this much: the driver was arrested in San Luis
Obispo. He refused to give anything concerning the whereabouts of

the truck and its contents.

Only this past week I read in the paper that our banks lose from
men who hold up the banks -- oh, maybe seven or eight million dollars
a week, but the embezzlement that goes on within the banks from
trusted employees runs into tens of millions; and then this enormous
hundreds of millions between our ports, airports and warehouses in
lost cargo -- all stolen. A man takes off, and everything disappears,
the truck and its contents; and it runs into hundreds and hundreds of
millions of dollars a year.

But I don't care what I read in the paper. I am remaining faith-
ful to Principle. There is one infallible statement concerning the
unforgivable sin. The unforgivable sin in the Bible is the sin agains
the Holy Spirit. Every sin in the world is forgiven but the sin a-
gainst the Holy Spirit. What is that unforgivable sin? Doubt! He
who created the universe and sustains it, and you doubt His power to
do anything in this world? That is the one unforgivable sin.

Well, having reached the end of'God's plan for all of us, I, will
not doubt. I did not ask Freedom anything beyond his request. He
wanted his piano; and all that I did, -- I simply "heard” him play it.
I put my hands -- my mental hands, my imaginary hands -- on his shoul-
der and thanked him for the joy I got from hearing him play it. And
then when I turned on KFAC between 83;00 and 10:00 and heard this de-
lightful piano concerto, I assumed it was Freedom playing it; and I sc
enjoyed the master who played it that I thanked him for the joy of
having heard it, and then I dropped it.

Now I am waiting for the details, but I do not really concern
myself with how it happened. In spite of the hundreds of millions of

dollars that are lost every year and never recovered, that did not
faze me for one moment. He had his piano back, =-- that is all that
mattered; and so I simply lost myself in that act, and that was it.

We forget what we do. A lady who is here tonight -- she has for-
gotten. About two or three months ago she said to me, "Look how fat
I am getting -- bursting out of my clothes!"

I said, "You aren't too fat at all.”

Then she said, "I want to be thin."”

I said, "Well, you are thin. You are as thin as you want to be
or even thinner." And she left.

She returned tonight, and she said, "Look, I can't stand it --
how thin I am!"
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I said, "Do you recall that two months ago, or maybe three
monrhs ago, you said to me how fat you are? I couldn't see it, but
to you it was fat, and you despised yourself for the fatness."

And these are the words of Blake: "Oh, what have I said, what
have I done, Oh, all-powerful human words!: [from "Jerusalem"]

"All-powerful human words," -- yes, because man is God! God's
Word cannot return unto Him void. It must accomplish that which He

sent it to accomplish. It must actually fulfill its purpose. Well,
God is man! And man in his idle moments makes all kinds of state-
ments. Then he reaps it and he doesn't recognize his own harvest.

So she comes back and she's thin. Yes, she is thin -- obvious-
ly very thin. For a small, little lady, it is quite a loss of weight.
You can do it with anything in this world.

Now what is the statement concerning Moses? "Show my Thy glory,
and the Lord said to him, I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and
I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will tak:
away Ty hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be
seen.,

That is in the 33d chapter of the Book of Exodus. You will read
it in the 18th through the 25th verses; and you ask, What on earth
does it mean? Well, if you know the meaning of the word "Moses,"
which means "to be born," there is something that is planted in the
rock -- in the cleft of the rock -- that is to be born. When that is
born, then God has brought His purpose to a climax. ~

From then on, -- and this is a strange thin% to tell you, but I
mean every word of it, -- you do not go forward from that moment on;

you go backward! You go all the way back to the Source. He brought
you towards the climax, and then you only see the back now until you
go all the way back; and when you come all the way back, you see the
face -- the Glory of God. ;

As we are told in the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians,
the 4th chapter -- I think it's the 6th verse, -- to "behold the

Glory of God in the face of Christ." [II Corinthians 4:6]

You will never know your face until you see it ini" your Son's
face. So, in that poem of Browning called "Saul," -- Now "Saul" in

Scripture was demented. He was the choice of humanity, the king of
Israel; and he was mentally deficient. He wanted this lad to play
on the harp to soothe his spirit; and Browning, by experience, wrote
this beautiful poem, and Browning now calls it "Saul." It is based
upon the 17th chapter of First Samuel. And David stands before Saul,
telling him of the coming of Messiah, and these are Browning's words.
And David said:

"O. SaU.l' . . . . .
A Face like my face shall receive thee, and a Man like unto me
Thou shalt love, and be loved by, forwver. A Hand like this han:
Shall throw open the doors of new life to thee! See the Christ —
stand!"
David stands before him.,
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Now Saul's name was changed to Paul. Saul was of the tribe of
Benjamin in the 0l1d Testament, of Abraham's descent. Paul of the New
Testament was first called Saul; and when he confronted the Risen
Lord, his name was changed to Paul; and he tells you. So, the poem
is called "Saul." And here, standing before the demented humanity
who does not recognize his own offspring, like amnesia;

"A Face like my face shall receive thee; a Man like unto me

Thou shalt love, and be loved by, forever. A Hand like this hanc

Shall throw open the gates of new life to thee! See the Christ
stand!"

Here is David, the Christ. He is the Christ, the Anointed of th«
Lord.,, So, we speak in Scripture of "the Lord and His Christ,"” -- His
son David, who reveals him as the Lord. So Moses cannot see the face
until now he moves backward, -- see the back. You shall not see the
face. So when divine history comes to its climax in what is known
in Scripture as the Resurrection, then come these four majestic acts
which are culminating in the Descent of the Holy Spirit in bodily for:
as a dove.

Now, the Gosgels all begin the message of Jesus with the descent
of the Holy Spirit at baptism. They all begin it, because "the last
shall be first." That is the end. That's the climax.

So they all begin it. 1In the earliest Gospel, which is Mark,
he begins it with tﬁe story of the baptism when the dove descends upor
Jesus. John, the most profound and the most mystical -- he begins it
with this descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus. We come now to Luke,
and then Luke makes the statement concerning the descent of the Holy
Spirit in bodily form as a dove. Then he goes right in and he has
Jesus declare that he is the fulfillment of that which was announced
in Isaiah 61

"The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, for He has anointed me
to preach good news =-- glad tidings to the afflicted -- to the poor,
and to proclaim liberty to those who are captive, and to open the
prison doors of all that are bound." Here is one. He proclaims that
he is the fulfillment of that announcement in the 61st chapter of
Isaiah,

Now he goes back. Read the story, and all the events, now, go
back. Why? As he disappears from life -- he is buried in us! Now
he tells us: "I have told you all these things before they take
place, that when they do take place you may believe. And now your
hearts are troubled because I said unto you, in a little while I will
leave you. Again, in a little while I will return.- And so your
hearts are troubled. But I tell you the truth. It is to your ad-
vantage that I go away, for unless I go away, the Holy Spirit -- the
Spirit of Truth -- cannot come; but if I go away, I will send him to
you, and he will lead you into all knowledge and bring to your remem-
brance all that I have told you."

Who, then, is this Holy Spirit? He is called the Spirit of
Truth; and Jesus said, "I am the truth." It is the S ir?t of the
Lord Jesus who comes into man when the visible Lord Hgﬁiﬁﬁears from
man. He disappears completely. He is the teacher, and he disappears.
He tells you what happened in him when he disappears. Where can he
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