_HIS PURPOSE

Tonight's subject is: "His Purpose.” When purpose is re-
vealed, everything falls into place; so the revelation of purpose
gives meaning to the existence of life. There is a purpose behind
it all., It may not seem so, judging from this level; but there is
& purpose -- a great purpose. It is God's purpose to give Himselfl
to us, because in the end we will awake as God. That is the pur-
pose.

Paul tells us he knows the plan by which it is done when he
writes his Letter to the Ephesians. He says, "He has made known
unto us the mystery of His will according to His purpose which He
set_forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time" [Ephesians
119]. Then he tells us, "In the fullness of time God sends forth
His son into our hearts crying, 'Father.'" [Galatians 4;6]

"In the fullness of time," -- that is: in the very end of
the drama, His snn appears calling us, "Father."” Then, and only
then, will we know that God has fulfilled His purpose in us. Now,
this is the fulfillment of Scripture, and we are told, "Scripture
must be fulfilled in me." [John 17:12]

"And beginning with Moses in the law and all the prophets and

the Psalms, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures, the truth
concerning Himself." [Luke 34:27, Revised Standard Version] “For
Sceripture must be fulfilled in me.*
He says, "In the volume of the book <- " which means the Bible --
"it is written of me.” [Psalm 40:7, King James] For, from begin-
ning to end, it's all about that central character that is being
formed in us. And when He is formed in us, He comes forward, and
That One calls us, "Father."

In the story of "Job," the innocent being suffered unmerciful-
ly. The word "Job" means: "Where is my father?" That is the search
of every child born of woman: Where is the Cause of the phenomena
of 1ife? Where is the Father of it all? Where is He?

In the end of the Book of Job, Job can say, =-- as the world
can say who has accepted the belief in God: "I have heard of thee
with the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees Thee." [Job 4245]
When you have heard of God, -- and those who believe in God have
heard of God, -- but in the end, more than having heard of God --
you see Him. Now, how do you see God?

We are told in Scripture, "No one has ever seen God, but His
only begotten son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made
Him known." [John 1:18] For to see God, you must see Him in His
son. The son reveals the Father.

Now we are told: "No one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son, and any one to whom the
Son chooses to reveal Him." [Luke 10:22]



Now, we have searched the Scriptures for that Son, and we are
told in Scripture, in the 2d Psalm, -- and the Psalmist by the name
of David is speaking, ahd he is made to say: -

"I will tell of the decree of the Lord:
He said unto me, ‘Thou art my son;
today I have begotten thee.'"
[Psalm 2:7]

Then in the 89th Psalm, -- these are now the words of the Lord,
and He says:

"I have found David, my servant;
and he has cried unto me, 'Thou art my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my Salvation.'"
[Psalm 89:20,26]

Man, having been taught that the Bible is secular history,
hasn't the slightest concept of this Scripture -- of this mystery.
When Paul speaks of this mystery that was revealed unto him, he is
not telling us that this is a matter to be kept secret, but it is
a truth that is mysterious in character. Tonight I will share with
you my personal experience of this mystery; and I know it's going
to be the experience of every one in the world, for it is God's

_ purpose,

Twelve years ago today in this City, across the way at the

Hotel Sir Francis Drake, that mystery began to unfold in me. I re- __

tired quite early, having read a bit of the Bible, a bit of William
Blake, and then retired. I made a call to my wife and daughter,

who were then in Beverly Hills, and then turned in, in a very normal
manner. Then at about 4:;15 in the morning a vibfation that was the
most intense thing that I've ever experienced began in my head. It
was an earthquake, plus a storm! I felt that every bone in my skull
was coming apart. I entertained the thought, not knewing anything
of the human form, -- I am not a doctor; so I knew nothing of what
a cerebral hemorrhage would be, but I thought for a moment, "This
must be it. It must be a massive cerebral stroke, and maybe this
is my departure from this world." That was the feeling I had, --
the thing was so intense!

But this is what happened: Instead of being one who departed
the world, I began to awake. At the moment, I thought I would awake
as I had awakened for 50-o0dd years of my life. Now this was 1959,
twelve years ago. But as I awoke, I awoke within my skull! And I
knew, as I woke within my skull, that my skull was a sepulchre. It
was a tomb, and I am alone! And my skull was sealed; there was no
opening, a completely sealed tomb -- sepulchre. I had one consum-
ing desire, and that was to get out. I intuitively knew that if I
would push at the base of my skull that something would give. I
pushed the base of my skull from within, and something gave --
rolled away. Then I stuck my head through that opening and pushed;
and I pushed and pushed, and I came out inch by inch by inch, just
as a child comes out of the womb of a woman, only this exit was out
of my skull! And when I was almost out, I pulled the remaining por-
tion of my body out of my skull.



I looked back at that out of which I had come to find it was
this body. It was ghastly pale, and tossing its head from side to
side, just like one in the recovery room following some major op-
eration. It looked like death itself! I arose from the ground and
looked at it, and there it was just like something that was dead.

Now a peculiar, unearthly wind began, and I thought it was com-
ing from the corner of the room. I looked over where I thought it
originated. I hadn't turned away more than a matter of seconds.

The wind was in my head, and it was also coming from the corner of
the room. When I turned back to where the body was, the body was
gone, but in its place sat my three older brothers. The oldest sat
where the head was, the second one sat where the right foot was,

and the third one sat where the left foot was. They, too, were dis-
turbed. They could not see me, -- and I will tell you why later.

I could see them and hear their thoughts. Every thought was objec-
tive to me. I heard their voices. I heard their discussion about
the wind.

And my brother Lawrence, the first one, -- he got off the bed
and started towards the same direction where I thought this storm
originated. He hadn't gone more than, say, two feet when his atten-
tion was attracted to something on the floor. And looking down, he
announced this, -- he said, "Why, it is Neville's baby!" My other
two brothers, Cecil and Victor, in the most incredulous voices
asked, "How can Neville have a baby!" He did not argue the point.
He stooped over and lifted the evidence from the floor, and here was
a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes. He brought it towards the bed,
and laid it on the bed. Then I lifted that little infant in my arms,
and looking into its face, I asked the little child, "How is my
sweetheart?"” It broke into the most heavenly smile, almost to a
laugh; and then the whole scene dissolved.

That is the story of the birth-of God! It's not the child.
The child, we are told in Scripture, is only a sign. "And this
shall be a sig¥ unto you: ye shall find a_babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger," [Luke 2312] -- lying at the very
lowest ebb. But a sign of what? That God is born! "Not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God,"
[John 1413] -~ Self-begotten.

I had not the slightest idea that the story of Jesus Christ
was 80 literally true, for I was taught, as every Christian is
taught, that it was historically true two thousand years ago. I
did not realize that it was contemporary, that it has to be some-
thing that takes place in every one throughout Eternity, -- that
God's timeless Plan is taking place in time. His timeless purpose
is working in time. And In the fullness of time, this one is
called, that one is called, that one is called; and each gives birth
to God, for God is the Savior! As we are told, "I am the Lord your
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior, and beside me there is
no savior." [Isaiah 43:3] So, the Savior is born! And you contain
that Savior within you! - God literally became as you are, that you
may be as He is., This is the story of life through death, the story
of the germ of wheat. That little grain of wheat must fall into the
earth and die, or else it remains alone; but "if it dies, it bears
much fruit.” [John 12:24]
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So God actually dies, to completely forget He is God when He
becomes you. He is buried in you, and He will awake in you; and -
the sign of His awakening in you is the little child wrapped in
swaddling clothes. That is the evidence that an event outside of
the wildest dream of man took place at that moment in time, and
the one in whom it took place was the one in whom God awoke! That
was the sign.

Now we come to the child. There's another child. We are told,
"Unto us a child is born," -- that is the child; but, -- "unto
us a son is given."” [Isaiah 916] These are two entirely different
events. They are separated by approximately four and a half months,
approximately; 139 days, to be exact.

A hundred and thirty-nine days later, a vibration similar to
that one that preceded it (in the child's birth) takes place again
in your skull. And this time it is centered at the top of the
skull, and you feel you can't take it. When it reaches the apex of
intensity, at that moment your skull seems to explode. It actually
explodes. And then you find yourself in a modestly furnished room,
looking at a son; and you know he is your son! He's a boy, oh,
about thirteen years of age, and you know exactly who he is. You
know that he is David of Biblical fame, and you know he is your son.
And you know he knows that you are his father!

You look down before you, and here is an enormous head severed
from a body. That is the head of the giant that your son severed;
and you know he is the David of Biblical fslme and You are his fa-
ther!

David's father is God. The name in Scripture is Jesse, and
"Jesse" is any form of the verb "to be." It actually means "Je-
hovah exists." That is the name of David's father.

What I am telling you, you do not know now; but no one in
Eternity can convince you that you are God but your Son. I can
tell you from now to the ends of time that you are God, and you
will say, as Job said in the end of the Book of Jobs "I have heard
of Thee with the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees Thee."
[Job 4215] You can only actually know that you are when the Son
appears. For, “No one knows who the son is except the Father, and
no one knows who the Father is except the Son, and any one to whom
the Son chooses to reveal it.” [Luke 10:22]

So, "No one has ever seen God, but His only begotten Son who
is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known." [John 1118]
But He appears at the end of the drama. Then you know why you put
yourself through the "furnaces of affliction." It took all these
urnaces of affliction" to awaken you from that self-imposed death,
that you may redeem man. And, so, He actually awakens within the
individual, and he awakens as God!

But not one thing in Eternity could ever convince an individua®
that he is God, save the Son of God who calls him, "Father." He
said;, ]

*I have found David . . .
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and he has cried unto me, ‘Thou art my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my Salvation.'"
[Psalm 89:20,26]

That, you will read in the 89th Psalm. This is how the drama un-
folds within the individual. This is God's purpose.

Now, we are told: "“You must be born again. Except you are
born from above, you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be 1lifted up.” [John 3:14] You read those words, and they
seem to mean what? Nothingl Just words. May I tell you? they are
literally trues

As we are told in Peter's First Epistle: "We are born anew .
« « through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." [I
Peter 1:3, Revised Standard Version] Now you know who Jesus Christ
is! It is your own True Being, which is that in you that will ac-
tually rise from the grave,

The moment you rise from the grave, -- right on the heels of
it, follows your "birth from above.” So, you are "born from above"
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ-in-you. But He rises in
you from the grave of your own skull. That's how He rises in you.

So, do not look on the outside for Him. Jesus Christ is in
man, or man could not breathel He is in you, or you could not be
alive, And the day will come He will actually unfold Himself
within you as you. He comes to us "as one unknown," yet one who
in the most Ineffable mystery lets us experience who He is. And
when we experience Him, we experience HEm In the first-person sin-
gular, present-tense experience.

You can go out and tell it to any one who will listen to you,
but you cannot persuade them that it is going to happen to them
until it does happen, and they will know how true your story is.
Because, the Bible teaches that, no matter how you tell it «- how
persuasive you are, you cannot convince any one that he is God.
Only the Son can convince the individual that he is God! Until
the Son appears, the Son cannot be spoken of as your son. He has
to appear, and through some peculiar, innate wisdom, you look at
your son as though memory is returning -- as though you had suf-
fered from amnesia. So, God is rising in man and his memory re-
turns. "God has sent unto you,"” as it Is said in Scripture, "your
own spirit." [See Proverbs_1:23; Isaiah 32:15; Luke 11:13; John 3124,
31343 I Thessalonians 4:8.] Now you know that the Holy Spirit is
The One who brings back the memory of all that was foretold. "I
will send the Holy Spirit, and he will bring unto you all that you
have heard from me. He will reveal to you all Truth, and you have
only heard the truth from me." [See John 14:26.] That is what He
says.,

So, when memory returns, you can hardly believe that you are
looking at one that you formerly denounced as your son. When you
read the story of David, has it ever occurred to you that the
David of Biblical fame is your son? You would say, maybe, -- if
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