ORDER YOUR CONVERSATIONS ARIGHT

Tonight's subject is, "Order Your Conversations Aright."
As we are told in the 50th Psalm: "To him that ordereth his con-
versation aright will I show the salvation of God" [Psalm 50:23, .
King James version].

Have we any instructions in Scripture concerning how we order
our conversations aright? We do have it in the 4th chapter of
Ephesians. We are told: "Put off your old nature which belongs to
your former conversations . . . and put on the new nature" Evhe-
sians 4:22,24, Revised Standard Version, except for the word "con-
versations,"” which occurs only in the King James version].

If the "old Nature" belongs to the "former conversations,"
then the "new nature" has to have new conversations. "Put on the
new nature, created after the image of God." [Ephesians 4124 R.S.V.]

Well, now, what is this "nature"? "Nature is that principle
upon which we depend for sameness of form in transmitted 1life."

If my conversations determine the things that project them-
selves upon the screen of space in my world, -- until I ch e my
conversations, I cannot change the forms. For that is the prin-
ciple upon which man depends for the “sameness of forms in trans-
mitted life." If these forms that come out -- good, bad and in-
different -- are the results of my conversations, then I must
change my conversations.

We are told in an ancient book -- a book written in the First
Century, -- I have a translation by Walter Scott; it is called "The
Hermetica," and in it is said: "God has given two gifts to man
alone, and to no other mortal creature. These gifts are Mind and
Speech.  And these gifts, if used rightly, will differ in nothing
from the Immortals." Now, when man takes off the body, =-- "When
he quits the body, they will be his guides, and by them he will be
led into.the Troop of the Gods, and into the souls of those who at-
tain to bliss."

Only to man is the gift given of Mind and Speech. Now I could
tell you the story of how easy it is to do; but in the doing, may I
tell you? it really is difficult. You will think, Why, certainly
I can change my conversations, and then remain faithful to the change.
But we are such creatures of habit.

So, Shakespeare could say, in "The Merchant of Venice," where he
put_the words into the mouth of Portia: "If to do were as easy as to
know what were good to do, then chapels had been churches, and
poor men's cottages princes' palaces. It is a good divine that fol-
lows his own instructions; I can easier teach twenty what were good
to be done, than to be one of the twenty to follow mine own teach-
ing." [Act I, Scene II]

So, it's simple on the surface, but in practice it is not as
simple as it appears to be. But if man could only take an inner
conversation and control it, -- a conversation which implies the



fulfillment of his dream, -- and remain faithful to that inner con-
versation; this inner dialogue -- a controlled inner dialogue ==
possibly could be the most fruitful conversation in your life.

Man talks all day long inwardly. He may restrain the impulse
to say it outwardly. He may feel like saying it, but he has culti-
vated -- he's an educated person; he feels himself under restraint.
He might feel like telling you to go to the devil, but he restrains
the impulse to say it audibly. But he has said it! It was born
with the impulse.

If I could only now take my objective in this world and dare to
assume that I've achieved it, and then carry on conversations --
inner conversations -- from the premise of that assumption, I should
put this to the test and prove it. Would it really achieve a change
of form in my world? I am telling you from my own experience, it
does. It absolutely does!

As we are told in Isaiah, the 55th chapter: "And the word that’
goes forth from my mouth shall not return unto me void; it must ac-
complish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I
sent it" [Isaiah 55111 ].

But you will say, This is the Lord speaking, and certainly the
Lord can do that. Well, now, let me quote the last words of David
as said in the 23d chapter of II Samuel -- and these are the last
words of David: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, his word upon
my tongue" [II Samuel 23:12]. The "Spirit of the Lord" -- he nev-
er had that revelation until that moment. He realizes now that all
along everything on his tongue was the Lord speaking!

"The Lord speaks by me, and his word is upon my tongue" [II Sam-
uel 2312]. The word "Lord," as we told you earlier in this series,
-- if it in any way conveys the sense of an external something, ex-
ternal to your own being, you have the wrong lord. If the words
“"Jesus Christ" convey the sense of an existent ‘something outside
of man, you have the wrong Jesus Christ! For Jesus Christ is in
us; and if He is in us, and by Him all things are made and without
Him was not anything made that is made, and He is called the "Word
of God," and you understand that the very word was created by the
Word of God, == and David tells us that God is upon his “tongue.

The very Word of God is upon his tongue. Then we are told: "I am
the Lord. There is no other god. Beside Me there is no god" [Isaiah

4515].

Is it true? Well, you and I are called upon to put it to the
test. Can I actually now, this very moment, construct a simple con-
versation which, if it is true, will imply that I realize my objec-
tive? Can I then be faithful to that conversation, ar will I wander
from it? Well, I'm telling you, it's very difficult! It seems
so simple. I certainly could take a little conversation between a
friend and myself in a dialogue and tell him that all things are as
I would like them to be; that I have this goal and that goal, and
"Do you realize, I have realized it?" It all came so simply and so
naturally; it all fell into place. Could you really believe that?



Well, the thing is to try it. See how long you can carry
on that conversation without wandering away. I've tried it over
and over. Every time that I am successful in keeping it to where I
demand in words -- but again to quote Shakespeare: "It is a great
virtue, and the one who can do it, it is a noble virtue" to follow
your own instruction. So, I can teach you. It is easy -- far
"easier to teach twenty what were good to be done, than to be one
of the twenty to follow mine own teaching."

But now let me share with you a story I know well, the story
of my father. He was born a very poor white man in the Island of
Barbados. My mother was born poor. She had nothing; he had noth-
ing. And they proceeded to have children. Twelve children were
born; two died at birth. Ten survived. He had nothing. How he
got hold of this, I do not know, but the first time he heard me
speak in New York City was a Sunday morning; and when we went back
to the apartment, he said, "You know, everything you said this morn-
ing is true. But why do you tell the people to close their eyes?
Don't close your eyes. Keep them partly shut. You can control
your imagination and you can control your attention better if the
eyes are not completely closed. When you see me in the morning af-
ter breakfast reclining in my chair, you might think that I am just
sleeping it off, -- “ because he's a heavy drinker. "You might
think I'm simply sleeping it off. I am not sleeping off anything.
I am doing my day's work then! I bring before my mind's eye the
men that I want to deal with that day, and I control the conversa-
tion. I tell them exactly what I want to tell them, as though it
were true. I let them tell me -- confirm that it is true; and then
when I am completely satisfied with my inner conversation, then I go
to town. And it works that way,"

Now, he started behind the 8-ball. He had himself, my mother,
my grandmother, and the ten of us to feed, plus a few servants., It
was not easy. But when he died in 1959, he could leave his ten
children -- because my mother preceded him by many years, and he
never remarried. She died in '41, and he said, "No; I've been so
blissfully happy with your Mother, I could not ever get married
again"; so he remained single until he died at the age of 85. But
when he died, that poor man could leave a family of ten independently
wealthy -- each, not just collectively. He gave it to each indiv-
idually as a block of stock in the company, just to thé ten of us.
In 1951 it was then equal to an independent income for each of us.
It has trebled since he gave it to us when he died in 1959, under
the control of my brother Victor, who practices the same thing.

Victor doesn't smoke and he doesn't drink; but he sits alone,
and in his room he, too, is carrying on his little inner convdrsa-
tions -- premises of desires fulfilled. And he can completely con-
trol that imagination of his. He ecan completely control the inner
conversation, and things work just as he has determined them. He
never goes to church. He's a religious man in the true sense of
the word . He gives generously to charity and to all people =- you
would never know how many people he helps in the Island because he
doesn't publicize it., That works for him because he has found out
inner conversations will do it.



So then. we are told: "To him who orders his conversations
aright, I will show the salvation of God!" [Psalm 50:23]. Then we
are told how to do it: "Put off your old nature which belongs to
your former conversations" [Ephesians 4:22]. And you know how,
day after day, there are certain people who will run the same
thing like a record, and do it over and over and over; and when
you meet them, they start just where they left off the last time
that you talked with them. They tell the same story over and over
and over. "How rotten she is to mel" or "How rotten he is to me!"

And after one solid year when you return to the City, they take
up just where they left off before! And they wonder, Why are these
things happening to me? Well, here in the greatest book in the
world we are told why. For, if my conversation determines my na-
ture, -- my nature is that principle upon which I depend for the
sameness of forms in transmitted life, -- how can I change the form
when the form is dependent upon my inner conversation?

So, my inner conversation is actually determining the entire
thing, but man thinks it was only some external being called God
whose word could not return to him void; that it had to prosper in
the thing for which it was sent [See Isaiah 55:11;. because he has
divorced himself from God. God's name forever and forever and for-
ever is I AM. He said, "That is my name forever, and by that name
I shall be known throughout all generations" [Exodus 3:15].

Well, before you were given the name John or Mary, you had
God's name. God's name is I AM. That should precede the name
you now use as John, for should I ask you, "What is your name?"
before you say, "John," you are going to say, "I am"; and you are
going to say, "I am John." So you preceded the little mask called
John and declared that I am. Well, that's God's name! So, that
is the One spoken of in Scripture Whose word cannot return void,
but must accomplish that which He purposed. It must prosper in
the thing for which He sent it.

You may say, 'How simple this thing is. You mean, I could
start tonight? I don't go to church; I am not a religious person.
I have done nothing in the world. But do you mean, I have that
talent?"

Is this the being of whom Hermes spoke when he said, "God
gave a gift to man and to no other creature. And this gift is
Mind and Speech"? Well, I can talk, and I have a mind. And then
he tells me that speech reflects mind, and mind reflects God; that
as man, so is God. As is God, so man. And if God reflects my
mind, and my mind reflects my speech, to change any production in
my world, I've got to change the speech!

So, it is simply that the mind reflects it. And the mind
reflects God. So, my God goes back, then, to my speech! So, I
am simply reproducing the same old story in my world when I could
easily change the record.

Back in 1953 my wife had a vision. It was an audio-vision.
She jumped out of bed and came into the living room. I always rise
early. She came barging through looking for the dictionary, and



she said, "I've just had the most wonderful experience. I saw
nothing, but I heard the most wonderful voice -- a voice of author-
ty. And the voice said to me: ‘'You must stop spending your
thoughts, time, and your money. Everything in life must be an in-
vestment.'"

So, she wanted to see the difference between spending and
investing. According to the definition in the dictionery that she
had at the time: When you spend, you give out without any hope of
return; it's a waste to spend. When you invest, you expect a re-
turn on equity. When you invest, you always expect a return on
your equity. So you must stop spending and everything you do from
now on must be invested, -- and it stated what they are: your
thoughts, your time, and your money. These are three things that
man thinks he has in abundance, and he is spending them morning,
noon and night. He wastes his time in trivia. He wastes his
thoughts. He wastes his money.

So, if this vision of hers is actually put into practice --
and she is the first one to admit that she does not practice it;
she was the instrument through which it came, but she would be the
first one to admit that, raised as she was, in the most conserva-
tive environment, that she doesn't really live it, because she
lives a restrained life. She would think it only becoming a lady to
‘express herself -- well, I would say -- openly. She feels it, and
she knows no® that she was thinking of saying it, but she restrained
the impulse. She said it anyway, and she knows now that her body
is an emotional filter, and it bears the marks of her prevalent
emotions.

So, all day long you and I are making -- little tiny speech
movements are being made in us. We are not hearing them audibly,
but the inner ear hears them. So, I need not hear them on the out-
side, and no one need hear them; but I see the results in my world.
My whole vast world could not bear anything other than my speech.
That's what the Book teaches! I must "put off the old nature";
it belongs to my former conversations. And then it tells me, Now
"put on the new nature."

The "o0ld nature" belongs to my former conversations; the "new
nature" belongs to my new conversations. Can I put on the new and
make it so natural that I will do with that as I did with the former
one? And can I, now, so completely change the record and play it
often enough that it becomes a habit, within me as I walk the earth,
so that things are perfect? So that things are easy? So that when
I read the headline of a market crash, it doesn't disturb me? So,
when I read the headline that something has "gone to pot," it does
not disturb me inwardly?

Since this is based upon Principle, it doesn't matter what
happens in the world, because the world is simply the outpouring
of the conversations of men and women in the world. If I change my
conversation in the midst of a depression, I am still going to be
successful in my world. There are men today that were hugely suc-
cessful when millions lost so much during the depressed market!

































