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PAUL'S PRAYER INTERPRETED

About fifteen or maybe twenty years ago, I heard the Archbishop
of Canterbury speak at Trinity Church in New York City, which is at the
head of Wall Street. That is, I heard him and saw him on TV; I did not
attend the service. And he took as his theme that great benediction
of fPaul, taken from the last verse of the 13th chapter of Second Cor-
inthians: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of and participation in the Holy Spirit be upon you all."
And he treated it beautifully. He's a cultured, educated man, but he
treated it.on this level, and they all loved it. It was perfectly
wonderful. If they only knew the Benediction!

From time to time when I go to dinner at other people's homes, if
they have the custom of saying grace before dinner, sometimes I am
asked to say grace. Well, I will invariably use this benediction. I
don't explain it. If I explained it to them, they would be mortified!
For here, this most elaborate benediction of Paul is a description of
an experience which was the central fact of Paul's life.

This is the center of the work, for he was pursued by the Great
Lover. In spite of his resistance, in spite of his evasions, he was
found. And then this is what he said in his benediction; he wishes
every person in the world to have this experience. For this is God's
method of regeneration. It is not spelled out, but this is God's method
of regeneration.

Let me quote it again: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and
the love of God and the fellowship and participation in the Holy Spir-
it be with you all."

Now, let us go into the story and find out what he means by it.
Mary wonders,"How is this thing possible, seeing that I know not a man?"
And the Angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be
born will be called Holy, the Son of God."

Here he tells us the theory of supernatural conception, how it's
done. The power of the Most High he equates with the Holy Spirit; and
in his benediction, now, he is wishing us to have this experience --
the experience of Mary. So, the office of the Holy Spirit is that the
sons of God, by union with their Father, may by His grace become their
own father. That is what he is asking for every one in the world, 1f
you would actually transcend this level and enter what is called “the
Kingdom of Heaven," or the New Age, you do it with the body you "“wear"
here; and you can only do it by a complete transformation and a radical
transformation, which is brought about through union with the Father.
And he tells us, the Father is all Love.

“And love of God," -- that's the Father. He emphasizes the Holy
Spirit as the office by which this union is brought about, as told us
in the story of Mary: that "the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you." Now the power of the
Most High is called Christ Jesus, for we are told: "Christ is the
power of God and the wisdom of God."




"Who touched me? for I perceive that force," -- that creative
power, -- "has gone out of me," because some one touched him. Here is
an actual creative act. On this level, it offends people, but on the
highest level it is the most radiant, glorious, eestatie~event that you
can ever conceive of, for you are being lifted up to an entirely dif-
ferent level.

On this level, it would seem immoral, incest; and here, the story
is telling us, if we know the story as one should know it, that he who
came out of his mother, as you are told in the story, was her Husband.
He was his own father. "I and my Father are one."” For, did he not say,
all things were made by Him, and without Him was not one thing made that
was made?

So, here, who then is Mary? Are we not Mary? Are we not the em-
anation of God, from whom God hid His face only for a moment, for a
short while? As we are told in the 54th chapter of the Book of Isaiah:
"Sing, O barzen, and those who have not borne. Break forth into sing-
ing. You have not been in travail, for your Maker is your Husband; the
Lord of Hosts is His name.”

So, here we are the "barren ones."” We haven't brought forth the
Promise. The Promise was a son. That was the Promise made to Abraham,
the beginning of it all. And man waits and waits and waits, and he
gives up in despair, because he hadn't brought forth the son.

Now he tells us the time has come; and when it came, then there
is a method, a definite method, by which it appears in the world, and ~
the Great Lover finds you; and in spite of your evasions and your re-
sistance, you are now one with Him. There is union between the Father
and the Son, for He is going to make the Son one with Himself. And
this union is an embrace of love; so he incorporates the three states:
"and the love of God," -- he puts that into the benediction. And Love
embraces you. That is, by the office of the Holy Spirit, who impreg-
ngtes you, for you fuse with the Father, and you become one body with
Him, :

That fusion is oneness. You put Him on just as you would a gar-
ment. As you are told in Scripture: "All who are baptized into Christ
put on Christ." So, the first event recorded in the Gospel, after the
prelude of the mission of John, is that of baptism. This is the bap-
tism. So we are told as John is coming to the end of his picture: "He
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, he will baptize.you with
the Holy Spirit."

Here is a secret. He tells you it's a mystery. “He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit." He is the Holy Spirit. Therefore, He is
the one who impregnates you. He impregnates you with an embrace after
you have actually answered correctly, which is: Love is the greatest
thing in the world. So, he incorporates into the benediction, “and the
love of God." He starts off with the Son first; then he comes to God
the Father, and calls it Love; and then he comes to the Holy Spirit,
and he calls that now, "participating in the Holy Spirit." And he falls
it a fellowship, a union. N
So, here, if I wish you this, I could not wish you anything
greater in the world, for if that wish was granted tonight, I could then
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