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PRE-EXISTENCE
16 July 1969 San Francisco

Tonight's subject is: "Pre-Existence." For every child born of
woman, there is a "son" of God in the heavens, who is his ancestral
Self. He is buried in you. He is the Reality of man. The Bible
speaks of this "son" as Jesus Christ, the true identity of every child
born of woman.

"God became man, that man may become God." [Blake, from "Jerusalem'

What we read in the Bible concerning Jesus is all about you. It's your
biography. The 01d Testament is the prophetic blueprint of the life of
Jesus, and the story of Jesus as told in the New Testament, which is

the fulfillment of the 0ld, is your story. And the day will come when
you will experience everything recorded in the New Testament concerning
Jesus Christ, -- but everything. This is the great mystery of our beinz

We are not some little product of evolution, as many teach today.
We didn't come out of some little amoeba. You are the emanation of a
son of God! As we are told in the Book of Deuteronomv. the 32d chapter:

"The Lord has set bounds to the peoples :
according to the number of the sons of God." }

Today they are speaking of curtailing the reproduction of human-
ity, limiting the births of men. Then we are told, not one child could
be born, were it not for a son of God who is the life of that child.
For He has actually "set bounds to the peoples according to the number
of the sons of God." Read it in the 8th verse, the 32d chapter, of
Deuteronomy.

You couldn't breathe as a child, were it not that God is within
you. And then you say, "I am," -- that's Him. That is the Son of God;
and the Son of God is one with God. "I and my Father are one."

"I came out from the Father, and I have come into the world.
Again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father."

Isn't that pre-existence? I came out from the Father, and I have
come into the world. Again, I am leaving the world, and I am going
to the Father. But I will not leave this world -- this earth -- until
I awake as Jesus Christ.

Now, this world does not terminate at the point where my senses
cease to register it. I can't follow a friend who goes beyond through
the gate we call "death." And I think he is gone from the world. He
hasn't gone from any world! He is in this world! "This world" does
not cease to be when my senses cease to touch it -- to register it.

He is in a world terrestrial, just like this, in a garment clothed as
these "garments" [indicating the physical body] are, of flesh and blood.
And he passes through similar conditions; and the One within, Who is the
Son of God, he is guiding him, sending him through all the "furnaces of
affliction" that are necessary to awaken him as Himself. And the son of
God is the Power of God and the Wisdom of God," as told us in the first
chapter of Corinthians:



"Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." [I Cori 1324

So, in the end, there is only God, and everything is the expansion
of God. Now here is a Psalm, considered the most difficult Psalm of tr
hundred and fifty. It is the 82d. What is currently considered the
best interpretation of Scripture is the Interpreter'sBible. It comes
in twelve volumes and four extra in the form of a dictionary -- 16 vol-
umes of around a thousand pages to a volume. A perfectly marvelous
work! 1In this it says that "in truth we do not know very much about
this Psalm. We can only hope that we are not far away from the truth.”

Well, the most scholarly of all Biblical criticisms we find in a
book called "The Encyclopedia Biblica." The¢ one who is the head of the
Hebraic section af that, and also one of the editors of the entire work.
Thomas Chaney, speaking of this Psalm says, "This is the most difficult
Psalm for the scholar that the meaning might have been understood.” It
might have been in some strange way something That some one at one time

understood. "But I must confess that none of us understand it today."
Now, this is Thomas Chaney. At the time that he edited this work back

in the end of the last Century, it was considered then -- and still is
today -- the most scholarly of all the higher forms of Scriptural crit-

icism. Now this is the story. This is what it says:

"God has taken His place in the Divine Council." This literally
means in the congregation of the gods. God has taken His place in the
congregation of gods, and now God speaks. In the midst of them, now,
He is EoIalng judgment.

I say, "Ye are gods,

gsons of the Most High, all of you;
nevertheless, you will die like men,
and fall as one man, O Princes.”

God stands in the congregation of His sons. All the sons make up
God. The word translated here as "God" is the word "Elohim." 1It's a
plural word. It is also translated in the plural, "gods."

"God has taken His place in the Divine Council," -- that word is
"Elohim." "In the midst of the gods He holds judgment," -- that word
"gods" is "Elohim," the same word.

But the scholars can't quite understand. Here we have the word
"Elohim," and it's defined in the singular; and then a little farther
on it's definea in the plural, "gods."

He has taken His place in the congregation of the gods. He is in
the midst of the gods now; He is holding judgment. And now He speaks
to the gods. He tells them that they are sons of the Most High -- all
of them, but every one. Nevertheless, they will die, -- "die like men,
and fall as one man, O Princes."

Do you know who He is speaking to? He is speaking to youl We are
the "gods" who came down into the world of "death," and took upon our-
selves the limit of contraction, which is man, and experienced "death,"

g

Then we are told in the Letter to the Philippians: "Jesus, thoug!
he was in the form of Gody + + . « . He emptied Himself, and took upon
himself the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of men. And
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being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto
death, even death upon the cross." [Philippians 2:16-§]

Well, this [indicating the physical ‘body] is the only "cross" that
Jesus ever "wore." The human form is the cross of God! He humbled
himself. In what way? He took upon himself the form of a slave. No
matter how powerful a man is in this world, -- if I owned the earth,
and if every one in this world is a slave of mine, I have no power to
command any one to perform the natural functions:of my body for me.

I am a slave of the body that I "wear." Every function of my body that
is natural must be performed for the body by the being -- called a liv-
ing form. I myself must perform it! I must eat and assimilate; and
what I can't assimilate, I must eliminate. And no one in the world
an do it for me. I am a slave of the body that I "wear." So, "he took
upon himself the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of men.
And finding himself in human form, he humbled himself," -- that's his
humility, -- "and became obedient unto death," -- everything here dies.
Everything in this world dies. No matter what it is, it comes in, it
waxes, it wanes, and it disappears. No matter how well it is made or
how old -- four thousand years old -- things are destined to vanish
from the face of this earth. Everything comes, it waxes, it wanes, it
vanishes. This is the world of "death"into which God came, for one pur-
pose: to expand His creative power, His wisdom.

We are the gods that came down! And you say, "I am"? That's He.
"That 1s His name forever." Your own wonderful human imagination is
God! And there is no other god. In every form, regardless of appear-

ances -- the same God. No difference, because God is one, though He
appears as many. One in many; that's the word "Elohim," -- a compound

unity, one made up of others. But the scholars cannot understand this
statement:

"God has taken His place in the Divine Council;
in the midst of the gods He holds judgment."

And now He speaks:

"I say, Ye are gods,

sons of the Most High, all of you;
nevertheless, you shall die -- die like men,
and fall as one man, O Princes."

Just one man fell, carrying with him alll

As told in Scripture, "He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world. And one man fell into division; and we have all the
races, all the nations, all the religions; and yet all are contained in
one. And we will remain on earth until we are called, one by one, back
into that body; but this time when we are called, the body that is

resurrected, -- going back one by one to incorporate into that same one
body that fell. And what a glorious reunion because of the experience
of "death"! He comes into the world of "death" and conquers it. He

has overcome death. Here everything dies, and yet he overcomes every-
thing in this world. It is a world of "death."

So, the Bible is your own wonderful biography. Jesus Christ is

the true identity of every child born of woman. A little child comes
out of the womb and you see it; the reality of that child is Jesus Chric
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Hold it in your hands -- you are holding that child that is Jesus Chris
in your hands! But that child, to leave this world of "death," has to
be "born again."

The "second birth" is not reincarnation. It hasn't a thing to do
with Teincarnation. We are born first "from below," -- from the womb
of woman. We are born the second time from the skull of man. By "man ,
I mean generic man. "Male female made he them, and called their name
Man." Read that in Scripture: "Male female made He them, and called
their name Man," -- capitalized. I speak of generic Man. The "sec-
ond birth" is out of the skull of man, not from the womb of woman.

The womb of woman brings us all in slavery, forming "garments" that
leave man in slavery. I am the slave of this "garment"” until I take it
off.

And if tonight I am not "born from above," I will find myself, if
you call me "dead," restored to life in a world just like this, but
young -- about 20 years of age. I do not go through the womb of woman
any more. I am found in a world terrestrial, just like this, where I
grow older, as I do here; where I struggle to make a living as I do her
where I have friends and enemies, as I have here; where I am weaving a
Barment of joy and woe, as I weave it here. I will "die" there, as I
die here, and be restored once more into, once more, a lovely young boc
resembling this, only about 20 years of age, in an environment best
suited for the work yet to be done in me. And I will repeat that until
that moment in time when He Who made the decision to enter "death's
door" awakens within me. And when He awakens within me, I am Hel And
who then am I? Jesus Christ! There is no other. "I and my Father
are one,"

So, "No one takes away my life. I lay it down myself. I have
the power to lay it down, and the power to 1ift it up again."

Yet in spite of these statements in the Book of John, we find
through the ages many people speaking of a race of people called the
Jews who crucified Jesus! It's not so. Haven't you read the Bible ca:
fully? Read these words in Paul:

"I have been crucified with God. It is not I who live, but Chris

who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith
of the Son of God who loves me, and gave Himself for me."

Here the Son of God emanating is the being in man; and He so love
His emanation that He entered "death's door" -- the human skull, and
freed His emanation. And He laid down in the grave with me -- the
human skull -- and there He dreams the dream of life as I am dreaing i-
now, unti} I awake; and when I awake, we aren't two -- we are one.
"I am He."

Every one will awake. Every one returns to the Father out of whi
they came; and returning to the Father, they are the Father.

So, I came out from the Father, and I came ‘'into the world. I cz
and T am leaving again, and I am going to the Father. That is the sto:
of every child born of woman. So, let them be; they are having a drez:
-- some dreams, noble dreams; some dreams, ignoble dreams; but in the
end, we are all being called; and all will be justified; for, as we ar
told in the 8th chapter of the Book of Romans:
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"Those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son7 and those whom ﬁe predestined, He also called; an:

those whom He called, He also justified; and those whom He justified,
He also glorified."

There is the complete predestination. So, He justified. What is
"justification"? Div?ne acquittal, for this is a "play." This whole
vast world is a play, and you and I are playing our parts; and these
parts are forever. We leave the "parts" behind. And we are the actors
playing; the part is left behind.

I have seen at least twelve "Hamlets." And no two actors inter-
preted Hamlet alike. Yet, they use the same words. I recall seeing
my last Hamlet played by Richard Burton; and he played it adorably, and
he stepped upon the stage wearing a pair of grey slacks, the color of
thé slacks I am wearing now. And he had a black pullover shirt with
short sleeves; and he played the entire "Hamlet" in that same costume:
grey slacks and black pullover shirt. And he gave an entirely differ-
ent meaning to the familiar passages of Shakespeare. It's the same

"Hamlet"! He came out on cue, and he departed on cue; and every one
entered on cue and departed on cue. But he, the central figure --
Hamlet -- he gave an entirely different interpretation to the passages
with which you and I are familiar.)

When he spoke to his mother -- and in that passage he says to the
mother, -- and you know this; it's a familiar one: "Assume a virtue

if you have it not." Well, I have heard that time and again when it
was treated seriously. He didn't He treated it lightly, because he
didn't believe she could ever assume a virtue. She had poisoned his
father, and she now marries his uncle; and he .idespised her. And he
says to her satirically as he sees her coming, "Oh, assume a virtue if
you have it not." He didn't believe for one moment she could ever as-
sume a virtue! So, he took the identical words that other "Hamlets"
took and gave it an entirely different meaning.

So, you are playing a part, and you are allowed to interpret the
part; but you came in on cue and you will depart on cue; and in spite
of what our wise men called doctors today are telling us that they can
prolong life -- they are not prolonging life -- you were born on time,
as told you in the 3d chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastes:

"A time to be born, a time to die;
a time to laugh, a time to cry;" . . .

There is not a thing new under the sun. The play is finished.

It is being said about the landing on the moon: "See? This has
never happened before." It has been in ages past, but there is no re-
membrance of former things. We have a little memory -- no remembrance

of former things; nor shall there be any remembrance of things that
will come later among those who come after. We think it is all now,
like a play.

You go to a play tonight. I saw a play last night. But to you,
these are all new, and you'll laugh tonight, as I did the night before.
And you'll cry, as I cried the night before. And you will think it is
all new as the whole thing unfolds before your eyes; and I saw it the
night before. And this is a marvelous "play" in which we are cast for

a purpoge. There is a purpose behind the entire thing.
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