QUESTION ASKED FOLLOWING LECTURE, 15 July 1970

QUESTION: Do you believe in the theory of evolution?

NEVILLE: No, I dornot believe in evolution as to the creative
power of God. I believe in evolution only in the affairs of
men. Instead of digging the field with my hamds, I now use a
tractor. That's evolution. Instead of walking across the coun-
try, I can now take a flight and be there in a few hours. In-
stead of going across the ocean and large bodies of water on

a raft, I go now propelled by atomic power. So, this is evo-
lution in the affairs of men, but not in the ereation of God.

God's plan was ‘"before that the world was.” This is not any
“emergency” thinking. The whole thing is done; and to this day,
we have no evidence whatsoever to support the theory of evolu-
tion, =-- none whatsoever! It is still a marvelous, glorious,
exciting theory, but it remains a theory. There is no evidence
to support the fact that a fish became an animal and the animal
became man -- none whatsmoever,

So, they speak of a "missing link." Well, that justifies any-
thing, -- beautifully written, exciting; and then it is compul-
sory reading in all the universities and school# of the world,
and man has accepted the theory. Yet we cannot read in our
schools God's word! Call that a theory, too; but they never
read it, because you read the other theory. They say you can't
produce any evidence for the historicity of Jesus, -- and we
can't. All right, read it anyway as theory.

If we are compelled to read as fact what has no fact to support
it, then why-'can't we read this and then call it theory?

But I do not, for one moment, accept the theory of evolution as
fact. It's not fact. But I do accept evolution in the affairs
of man. But don't tell me that the 1little tool that is called
a hoe in some strange way changed itself and became a tractor.
Man changed it from the hoe to a plow drawn by a horse or drawn
by an ox; and then he changed that to something even better.
Then he changed his way of sailing a boat., He still sails a
boat, but the boat didn't suddenly go through a metamorphosis
in itself and become a steamship. No; man's imagination con-
e;ivog this strange thing for himself, and we call that “"evolu-
tion.

When you stand in the presence of the Risen Lord, yeu see man;
and he's Infinite Love -- Infinite Love. And you will never
exercise Infinite Power until you first are incorporated into
the body of Infinite Love, because to have such power without
love, you could ruin the universe! ~So, you will never come into
such power until you are Incorporated into the body of Love and
become one with the body of Love. For, he who is united with
the Spirit becomes one Spirit with It; and, therefore, you ex-
ercise the power through love.

But evolution -- let them have it! I would let every man have
everything he wants in this:world. Let him have it. He has an
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imagination, and you can't stop him from using it. Today there
are people who love war -- the excitement of war., A war cor-
respondent, -- he wants war. A professional soldier, especially
if he is an officer, -- why, the most boring thing in the world
for the professional soldier who is an officer is peacetime!
Why, he's an ambitious man. He wants more things on his shoul-
der. You can't get them in peacetime. These fellows live for a
long time, unless they die off or resign, or disappear. You
can't promote them. They can have only so many of one rank and
another rank. You can't have numberless five-star Generals!
So, they either die off or have another war, or get killed ¢ffcor
something. , '

So, a man, if he's ambitious, he wants to transcend whatever he
is. If he is in business, he wants to expand beyond what he is.
You can't blame him; that's what he wants, If he has made a
million this year -- turned over a million, he wants to turn over
two next year, That is part of business. When he turns over
two, he isn't satisfied with that; he wants to turn over four.

It is perfectly all right.

Well, the same thing is true if you are trained, not in business,
but trained as a professional soldier. When you come out of an
academy, you come out as a Lieutenant. You don't want to remain
a Lieutenant. You are either going to quit the service and g0
into some other thing; or, if you remain in the service, you
don't want to die a Lieutenant! You can't afford a wife,

But &f war breaks suddenly, —- our President who was a five-star
General -- Mr, Eisenhower, -- when the war broke, I think he was
a Major. He quickly, in three years, rose to be General of all
the Armies of Europe; and then, with that popularity, he couldn't
fail to carry the country when we were all aroused, and then we
gave the victory to the one who led the Army. So, who could .
defeat him running for office? So, he rose from Major to the
top rank in the Army, and then from that to the highest position
in our country; and he was loved to the very end. He was dearly
loved. Every one loved him, even those who were on the other
side of the political picture -- they loved him. But from Major
to that in a few short years!

So, in peacetime, the most horrible thing for a professional
soldier, -- well, if he's ambitious, -- You see, all these
things happen in God's world. You usge your mind -- your imag-
ination, and have a noble goal, a lovely goal.

And don't let anybody teéll you that you aren't entitled to it.
Why aren't you entitled to it? 1f you are not born to wealth,
why can't you earn it? There is no reason why you can't earn it.
Some are born to it, and some earn iti and there's no reason in
the world -- you have the same talent, He gave you a "talent"
and that talent is your own wonderful human imagination.

But have faith in God., If you have faith in God, you have confi-
dence in yourself, for God and man -- the true Man -- are one!











































































