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_SELF-ABANDONMENT

1 June 1970

Week after week, as I take this platform, I know what I want
to say. It is merely finding out how to say it so that it is intel-

ligible, for we are dealing with a mystery. 1It's not something you

can spell out and say, "Now this is’it." 1It's a peculiar -- the most
fantastic mystely in the world. To me, to experience Scripture --
to experience God's plan of salvation -- is my interpretation of the

whole purpose of life. That is what I firmly believe. I firmly be-
lieve that the roots of our being are rooted in God, and God unfolds
Himself creatively in us.

When I make that statement, I put myself on the side of that
which is being transformed -- say, a man. For metamorphosis is the
theme of the Bible. That is the complete transformation of man into
God. When I make a statement as I have just made it, it seems that
this is man -- you and I are the man -- being transformed by a means
other than ourselves, and I don't mean that at all. But man is so
conditioned to believe he is a little worm that you approach it from
that angle. You and I are the God transforming man into "our image"
-- into "our likeness."

But then, if I said that to a large crowd, the curtain would
come down and they wouldn't hear one word I had to say beyond that.
But you and I took the plunge. We were the "sons of God," together
m?king God, for the word "God" is a plural word. The word is "Elo-
him,"

"In the beginning God." That word is Elohim; it is plural.
And "God said, Let us make man in our image." The same word is Elo-

a

him. It's a compound unity: one made up of others.'

We are told in Deuteronomy that "He has set bonds to the peoples
according to the number of the sons of God." No child can be born
unless God occupies that little temple. These are the "gods" that
came down. You and I are the gods that came down. We are transform-
ing these identities -- these men and women with which we are identi-
fied -- into "our likeness," rather than being transformed by some-
thing other than ourselves . We are the "gods" that came
down; and when we awake, we are the "gods™ spoken of in the very be-
ginning. "In the beginning God"--- Elohim, plural, the gods -- '"cre-
ated the heavens and the earth," like creating a theater for the dis-
play or its might and its creative powers. And then the God said,
"Let us' make man in our image"; so we came down and clothed ourselves
in these garments.

We aren't pretending. We completely abandon ourselves to these
garments. The secret is self-abandonment. Never would you have
made anything had you not loved it, -- never! We so loved it; and
so, having loved it, we commit ourselves to the object of our love
and actually become it. Self-commission is the secret.

. Now we are told, "Be imitators of God as beloved children," in
this world we have forgotten Who-We-Are. Now comes the revelation:
"Be imitators of God as beloved children." Just as Christ loved us

and gave himself for us, -- now imitate that!




But on this level, I feel myself Neville., But I know from ex-
perience, I am The One that became Neville, to transform this iden-
tity into my own Being, the Being that was, that has no beginning;
and there was a plan that I set forth within myself when I buried
myself in this being called "Neville." This is true of every one in
the world.

Now listen to this carefully. It is the first chapter of
Ephesians. I am just quoting four verses; you'll find them within
the first ten verses; so I have omitted just a few because they are
not necessary for what I want to get over.'

"God chose us in Him before the foundation of the world . . .
He destined us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, accord-
ing to the purpose of His will," "He destined us in love . . . .
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, . . .
which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time."
[Ephesians 1:i4,5,9 10]

You listen to it carefully. Go home and you read it, in the
first chapter within the first -- I think it is the 4th, 5th, 9th
and 10th verses of Ephesians.

"God chose us in Him before the foundation of the world."

So, we see that the salvation of man is not an afterthought of
the Creator. It is prior to this historical process. Long before
this was animated and became history =-- human history, this decision
was made. So, our fitness is the consequence, not the condition,
of His choice.

So here, as Neville, I -- the true Being -- chose "Neville."
I am going to "play" Neville. You chose the being that you've choser
and we came down into this and animated it -- this historical process

We are the "gods" who made the decision. We are identifying ourselve
with these garments; we are transforming these into ourselves.

Now that is something that the world shuns against. They ab-
hor it, because they do not realize that man -- the man -- can do
nothing to save himself. There is not a thing that man as a man can
do. It is the God who is buried within man who does it. ABs we are
told in the Letter to the Philippians: "He" -- meaning God -- "who
started the good work in you will bring it to completion at the day
of Jesus Christ." The "day of Jesus Christ" is the unveiling of thic
plan in you, for Jesus Christ is in you. "Christ in you is the hope
of glory." Were he not in you, then you would be a dead, dead body
forever and forever; but the "gods" came down, and it takes all
the "gods," called "the sons of God," to form God. The One became
fragmented into the many. One fell containing all. He chose us in’
Him before the foundation of the world. Do you get it? Before there
was a world, we were. We are the "gods." We are in the One Being
that is known in Scripture as God; and we came down for one purpose:
to expand our own creativity, and we do it by actually burying our-
selves In humanity. v i

Now, Crucifixion is either a demonstration of the most horrible
failure in the world or the greatest success in the world. It has
been proven that the seed that fell, which is called the Word of God
-- and the Word of God is God, and that is God Himself!
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"In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God, and the
Word was God."

The "Word" was the "seed" that fell into humanity. That is
called the Crucifixion. Well, it rose, and it continues to rise, be-
cause all the "sons" will rise. None will fail. If one failed, you
would have to leave every one behind and go in search of the one, be-
cause the one that is missing completes the One -- the "one body, the
one spirit, the one Lord, the one God and Father of all."

So night after night as I take the platform, I know exactly what
I want to say, and my problem is how to say it so as to be intelligi-
ble, to be understood by those who hear me. For man has been condi-
tioned to believe that he is a silly little thing in the world who
has sinned; and having sinned, now he must make all kinds of penance
to redeem himself. Man cannot redeem himself. It is God who comes
down; and by His crucifixion, which is the burial in man, God now
demonstrates His creative power, that He can "die" and rise again.
So, He "dies" in man.

"I am crucified with Christ," said Paul. "Nevertheless I live,
yet not I but Christ who lives in me, And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by reason of the faith that I have in the Son of God
who loved me and gave himself for me."

So that Son of God is in you. You say, "I am," =-- that's He.
That is the Son of God. But you so loved the object to whom you gave
yourself that you sbandon yourself completely and empty yourself of
your Divinity, and just buried yourself in the object of your love;
and you are going to transform it into your Self, who is God.

Then when you transform it, you are the same God, onl{ you have
expanded beyond that moment in Eternity when you ventured into this

experiment, becoming your own creation.

So in the world of Caesar, "be imitators of God as beloved
children." Just as Christ loved us, and gave himself to us, -- now
imitate that! So, are you in love with money? There's nothing wrong
with it. Are you in love with fame? There's nothing wrong with it.
Are you in love with physical health? Nothing wrong with that., But,
be in love with it. If you are in love with it, you must do the same
Thing That God did in the beginning, and you are that God of whom I
speak who so loved the object that is you when you see it reflected
that He abandoned Himself. No restraint. A complete abandonment of
Self to the object of its love. For if there is no object of the lov:
-- no beloved, what is love? There must be a beloved to demonstrate
love, and so you have an object -- your emanation, which is nothing
more than your "wife," -- not your physical wife, -- the body is your
emanation. That's your wife "till the sleep of death is over."

And you so loved it, you are going to transform it into the most
beautiful, perfect thing in the world, which is just like you, who is
perfect.

So, "He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blameless before Him." That's what we are

told. So, He chose me. Well, who is'"He"? I am He; but to become
me, He has to forget that I am He, and He thinks He is Neville. He
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has to. He chose me "in Him before the foundation of the world"; bu:
now, I am The One who forgot and became Neville.

When I awake, I know I was "before the foundation of the world."
But now I bring Neville with me, and now I have one more aspect of m
protean being. I have another being I'll redeem. I fell in love
with it and brought it back; and now I am the protean being, that I
can see others, and let the others see me as Neville. So, they see
me as Neville. But do they really see me? They see me as Neville
when they see me clothed in Power, clothed in Wisdom, or maybe clothe
in Love: and thev will see me because I so loved that that I gave my
Self to it,and raised it to the level of my own Being prior to coming
down into it and burying my Self within it.

So, when I try night after night to tell it, I hesitate because
I wonder if this is as clear as I can make it. I know what I want to
say, but how to say it so that it is understood, that it is intelligi
Ble? Because you have got to go through all the preconceived miscon-
ceptions that man has concerning Scripture. And so I say, to experi-
ence Scripture, to experience God's plan of salvation, is really the
whole purpose of life.

But while we are here, we can be anything we want to be; and
the Being within us, who is our true Being, allows it and will go

the part with us and play everything. But I am speaking to the
God-in-you, the God in Scripture, whose name is Elohim, or Jehovah,
or the Lord Jesus Christ. That's the same Being who is buried in
you. He is actually buried in you! And that Being will rise.

"Teach me, O Lord. Teach me, O Holy Spirit, the testimony of N
Jesus that I may actually comprehend wondrous things out of the Div#
ine Law. Teach me, 0 Holy Spirit."

Well, tell the story of the God who became man that man may be-
come God. And then we are told the story in a very simple way, for:

"Truth embodied in a tale
Will enter in at lowly doors."
[Tennyson]

So you tell it as the simplest tale imaginable. Right from the be-
ginning you tell the story.

"Truth embodied in a tale
Shall enter in at lowly doors."

So, Mother would take me on her knee and tell me the story of
Jesus., He had no father; but he did one day claim he was the Father.
Well, she didn't understand that, and neither did I. He had no fa-
ther, but he claimed he was the Father! "I and my Father are one."

Then she told me that he had a miraculous birth. It was not like

any birth in the world -- something different; and then she told me

that he said that unless we are born in a similar manner -- for he
said, "I am from above," that he was "born from above"; and "unless —
you are born from above, you cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven."

Then he also said that the most perfect man born of woman was John

the Baptist, and yet the least in the Kingdom is greater than John

the Baptist; therefore John the Baptist cannot be in the Kingdom of

-4 -




zZ14
S1

Heaven if the least is greater than he! No matter how little it be-
comes, the least is greater, and he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heav-
en. Mother did not understand that, any more than I did when she
told me.

Then she told me that David "in the spirit" called him "my
Lord." She didn't understand that, and neither did I. And then
she told me that he identified himself as the Son of Man, and then
likened the Son of Man to a fiery serpent; and that unless the Son
of Man is lifted up in the same manner in which the fiery serpent was
lifted up, he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Then she told me that when he was baptized, a dove descended
upon him and remained upon him, and the outer man knew. That outer
man was called John, and he knew because it was revealed to him the
one on whom the dove descended and remained was the Son of God --
the one that came down from Heaven, for "No man can ascend into
heaven except the one who came down from Heaven, the Son of Man."

All this was a mystery, but a lovely story that excited the
child mind; and so you carried it with you. This is something that
is all within you. And then comes this shocking suddenness. When
you least expected” it, it all happened in you.

We go back to Ephesians. "He set it forth as a plan in Christ
for the fullness of time." He set it forth in Christ. In Christ?
Yes; and Christ is in you! God Himself descended into man, and He
set forth His plan of redemption in Christ. So, in fhrist, -- it
is in man. 1I% has, now, to unfold in man. So, it unfolded in me,
and I realized that "I am He" who came down, for no one can go up
unless he first came down. Well, having gone up in the fiery-serpent
manner, then I must have been the one who descended.

But when I went up, I went up without the loss of the identity
of Neville; so I came down and redeemed a being called Neville.

You come down and so identify yourself with the being that you
believe yourself to be that when you go up you take that which you
have redeemed with you. You present it to your brothers, for they
are all walting for the presentation of your act of faith. For
faith is complete self-commission.

I cannot commit myself to that which I do not love. $So God is
Love. So, I loved it, and then agreed with all of us to commit my-
self to that; and then I committed myself to it, and lost all con-
sciousness of the Being that I really am in my self-commission to
the object of my love.

And then I went through "hell," as we all do. But as Paul
said, "I consider the sufferings of this present time not worth com-
paring with the glory that is to be revealed in us." What glory?
The only glory is the glory of God; so the cry of one who has accomp-
lished the job is this, in the 27th of John: "I have accomplished
the work Thou gavest me to do. Now glorify Thou myself. Glorify
Thou me with Thine own Self." Glorify me with your own Self. "“Re-
turn unto me the glory that was mine, the glory that I had with Thee
before that the world was."
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