THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT

Tonight's title is: “The Most Precious Gift." If He Who
created the Universe and all within it gave it to you, and with
the. whole vast universe owned by you, you would consider that the
greatest gift in the world. And, yet, He gave you something far
greater than that. He gave you Himself! God actually became as
you are, that you may be as He is.

If you owned the Universe and it slowly -- through unnumbered
trillions of years -- should melt away and you could not recreate
it, though it's a marvelous gift, it could not compare in any man-
ner whatsoever to the gift of Himself to you that could recreate
it. For, God actually became as we are, that we may be as He is.
[See footnote.]

Now, how do we know this? Scripture reveals it -- literally
tells us how it happens in us. It is revealed in Scripture that
God is a father, That's the ultimate revelation of God to man,
It started off as God Almighty.

“I made myself known unto Abraham and to Isaac and_to Jacob
as God Almighty [El Shaddai]; but by my name, the Lord [which
means, 'I AM'] I did not make myself known to them" (Exodus 6:3).

Now, He is speaking to the character called "Moses,” but ul-
timately He reveals Himself as God the Father.

If He gave Himself to me, and God is a father, then I, too,
must be a father, -- but not just a father; I must be the Father
-=- the very father that God is!. And if God is a father, there
must be a child to bear witness to His fatherhood; and Scripture
reveals the name of that son. We are told, in the Book of Samuel
[see II Samuel 7:127] that He will actually raise up out of him a
son, and he will be the father of that son. And the son, coming
out of Samuel, will be His son, as we are told in the 7th chapter
of II Samuel.

This is now confirmed in the last chapter of the New Testa-
ment; "And I Jesus" -- the Lord "have sent my angel to testify;
unto you to declare . . . I am the root' [being the Father] -- ™I
am the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star"
(Revelation 22:16, Revised Standard Version). He is both the fa-
ther ef David and David's son. He did not say he was David. He
was the father of David and David's son; so the grandfather:and
the grandson are the same Being.

*David” is the symbol of Humanity. The whole vast world of
man is symbolized in a single being, and his name is David. Jesus
Christ is Ged:the Father! "He who sees me,” said he, "hath seen
the Father." (John 14;9)

¥ WTherefore God becomes as we are, that we may be as He is" (wm.
Blake, from "There Is No Natural Religion").



"How then can you say, Show us the Father? Have I been so
long with you that you do not .Know me, Philip? He who hath seen
me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9).

Here is God the Father, the Creator of it all, Who actually
gave Himself to us in the most literal sense; and He is the Fa-
ther, and David in Scripture calls Him, "my father, my lord."”

So, in the Second Psalm David said: "I will tell of the de-
cree of the Lord:s He said unto me, Thou art my son, today K:<have
begotten thee" (Psalm 2:;7). Here David tells us that the Lord
said to him, "Thou art my son, today I have begotten thee.”

So, the question is asked in the Book of Luke; and they an-
swered when he asked, "What think ye of the Christ, whose son is
he? and they said, The son of David; and then he answered, Why .
then did David in the spirit call him, my Lord? If David thus
calls him, my Lord, how can he be David‘'s son?" (Matthew 22:42,43)
He is David's father! (Matthew 22:44 and Luke 20:41-44)

Now, if God succeeds in His purpose to give me Himself, I
must be David's father. Am I david's father? Born in this Cen-
tury, in the year 1905; and David, chronologically =mpeaking -- if
you take it as secular history, which it is not, --z=itvwould be
that I am the father of one born three:thousand years before I was
born, if you take it as secular history. But the Bible is the-
ology. The Bible is sacred history. The Bible is the story of
Salvation; it is not recording any records of things on earth.
Thet:hole thing takes place beyond the wildest dream of man on
earth,

I speak from experience. Now, let me share with you my ex-
periences, for this is my last night. ~I am giving you tonight
what I personally have experienced. I did not know until it hap-
pened. I was born and raised in the Christian faith; I have never
wavered from it. Nothing has ever turned me from the Christian
faith, I was first taught it at my Mother's knee.

Then, where I was born, the Bible was taught in our school;
it was compulsory, but we were taught it as secular history, as my
Mother taught it to me , because she understood it as secular his-
tory. And I believed it just as she taught it to me. Then one
day, without warning, with the most sudden, sudden shockingness,
the story of Jesus unfolded itself within me, casting me in the
central role. Then I knew He actually gives Himself to me! He
is not sharing it. He literally died for me!

He is not pretending that He is I. He literally died. And
all that is true of Him  repeats itself in us individually; and
because He is the Father of Humanity, and David is the symbol of
Humanity, when the individual has gone through all the experiences:
of Humanity -~ good, bad, and indifferent -- and he has been tried
"furnaces of affliction,” the Lord Jesus Christ -- the Father of
it all -- brings him out, awakens him from the dream of life.

Then Ehe whole drama unfolds within him, and David calls him, "Fa-
ther.



You are first awakened.in the tomb where you are buried.

"For God Himself enters Death's Door always with those who enter,
and lays down in the very grave with them, in visions of eternity,
till they awake (Wm. Blake, from "Milton"); and when they awaken,
they see the garments that the female had woven for them =-- that
my Mother wove for me, this garment [indicating the physical body].
And here was a garment that Mother wove, born from the womb of my
Mother,

But my Father -- Jesus Christ -- Who gave Himself to me,
awoke within me as my very Being, from the skull of my Being,
which is Golgotha. And then I came out of my skull; and here
surrounding me is the imagery of Scripture: the child wrapped
in swaddling clothes; and here are the witnesses to the event
that is now taking place, three men -- they were my brothers in
this world -- my older brothers. And, here, they heard exactly
what I heard: this fantastic, unearthly storm of wind; and they
were just as disturbed as I was disturbed. Then one of my broth-
ers, Lawrence, went over to investigate the nature of the dis-
turbance, and he announced, "It is Neville's baby." And my other
two brothers, Cecil and Victor, asked, "How can Neville have a
baby?" with the most incredulous voice. He didn't argue; he
raised from the floor the evidence of what he had said, a little
¢hild wrapped in swaddling clothes. And going over to where I was,
he placed it on the bed. I took that infant up and looked into
its face, and I said, "How is my sweetheart?” It broke into the
most heavenly smile, and the whole scene dissolved.

Then, a hundred and thirty-nine days later, a vibration sim-
ilar to the one that started in me began; but now, it is centered,
not at the base of my skull (which was the first), but at the top
of my skull; and when it reached the apex of intensity, it swemed
as though my head exploded., And when the whole thing gathered it-
self together, I found myself seated and looking at a lamp; and
here is David of Biblical fame, leaning against the side of an
open door and looking out at a pastoral scene. He is just as he
is described in the Book of Samuel, the 16th chapter: fair, --
the blonde -~ beautiful eyes. He is a blue-eyed blonde. You
can't describe the beauty of David! No one could paint him.

Ne one could make a sculpture and fashion the beauty of that lad
-- a lad in his early teens; and here I am looking at David, and
David calls me, "Father." And I know I am his father, and he
knows he is my son! And here, the entire imagery of Scripture
surrounds me; the very head that is spoken of in Scripture as
the head of the giant that he brought down, meaning that when
man has played all the parts, he has overcome the enemy within
himself, for he has discovered that the only ene he ever had
was his own thoughts that he entertained anﬁ HarEoriﬁ';ITHiﬁ_Eig-
self; and what he entertained within himself objectified itself
among men, and men played the part of the "enemy," and they then
injured him. They abused him, and it was all himself. He was
the enemy of himself., When man brings down the enemy within hims
self, he brings down the enemy of Israel,

Here is the giant head right before me as my son stands and
leans against the side of the open door, and this beautiful rela-
t ionship between the two of us -- my son, who is God's son.
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Then, and then only, I knew that God literally gave me Himself.
He is not aharinf His son with me; he is my son. He gave me His
son. And I'm going to tell you, He has given You Himself! You
are going to have this experience, and you will see David, and
David will be your son. Therefore, you and I are one, for God is
One!

The word "God" is a compound unity. The word is "Elohim."
It is one made up of others. We are the Brotherhood. We are the
"unnumbered sons of God" that: God decided to give Himself to His
sons and raise the sons to Himself -- the Father, as told us in
the most difficult Psalm of the hundred and fifty. It is the 82d
Psalm. Thomas Paine, who was the editor of the most scholarly
criticism of the higher nature of Biblical works, -- for he was
the editor of the Encyclopedia Biblica [it is still to this day
considered the most scholarly of all the higher scholarship con-
cerning the criticism of Scripture] says, "This is the most dif-
ficult of all the Psalms to decipher. And I hope my guess- comes
near the meaning of the one who wrote it." Well, listen to just
a few passages:

"God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of'the gods he holds judgment -- "
-- Psalm 82;1
Now, the word translated "God" and "gods" is the same word there
== "Elohim." "“Elohim" is a plural word, but it is first trans-
lated in the singular as: "God has taken his place in the divine
council."”

The first time that word appears in the Bible is in the very
first verse of Genesis: "In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth"” (Genesis 1:2)., That word is "Elohim."” It's a
glural word, but translated there in the singular. Here [the

2d Psalm] it is translated both in the singular and in the plural.
"And God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods [Elohim] he holds judgment; -- "

Now God, collectively, speaks as a single Being, and speaks
to all of us;

"I say, 'Ye are gods, -- [that's "Elohim"] --
sons of the Most High, all of you:
Nevertheless you shall die like men,
And you will fall as one man, 0 ye princes,”
-=- Psalm 82:6,7

We are the "gods" and -- in the beginning we are the brothers who
actually form the One Man, the Lord Jesus Christ! And the Lord



Jesus Christ fell "as one man," carrying all that is within Him;
and then came the fragmentation -- Humanity. And after He
passed through the "furnaces of afflication" and experienced
death, as we were told we would, "you will die like men"; then
we are called back into the One Body, one by one by one, because
you are too unigue to be called in pairs, to be called as a na-
tion, to be called as a group. You are so unique, no one can
duplicate you; therefore you can't be lost in the Divine Body.
If one is missing, the Body is not complete. So, every being in
the universe will be redeemed, and they will be redeemed in only
one manner. There is only one "play" that redeems you. It's
the story of the Gospel.

"I am the way, the truth, the life: No one comes to the Fa-
ther, except by me" (John 14:6). Read the story of the Being who
is speaking. You are going to duplicate it, because He indwells
in you; and because He indwells, He will repeat in you His story.
Well, when He repeats it in you, you are not a spectator viewing
ity you are cast in the central role. You are the Lord Jesus
Christ. There is no other story worthwhile iIn the world. There
is only God the Father, and God the Father is Jesus Christ.

So, when Paul said, "The truth of Christ is in me" (II Cor-
inthians 11:10), then he said, "He has made known unto me," --
speaking now of the Lord, i- "the mystery of His will which, ac-
cording to His purpose, He has set forth 1n Christ as a plan for
the fulness of time" (Ephesians 1:9,10, Revised Standard Version),
the plan is buried in us. You will go astray, yes; we've all gone
astray. But you will never find the Heaven that you seek -- you
will never find the Father that you sedk, save through this way.
There just is no other way., It doesn't come in any other way;
there is only one way. God unfolds Himself within you. As He
unfolds Himself within you, it begins with the Resurrection.

If I told you now that you are sound, sound asleep, you
wouldn't believe me. I would not have believed it either if any
one had told me on the night of the 19th day of July in the year
1959, I was in this City. If you had told me the night I went
to bed, -- it was the 19th of July 1959, -- that I was sleeping,
and the world was my dream, and that I was dreaming this dream
of 1ife, I would have laughed at you. And, yet, I've been tell-
ing this story of God's law since my first time on the 24 day of
February 1938. I had been telling it week after week, and I did
not know it! I only knew the Law. I knew nothing of God's Prom-
ise. I did not realize that His Promise really entails His Self,
that He actually gave me Himself., I didn't know that.

I went to sleep here in the hotel -- the Sir Francis Drake;
and had any one told me -- the greatest authority in the world, I
would not have believed it. And, yet, on the morning of the 20th
the whole drama erupted within me. It began with the Resurrection.
I awoke within my own skull to find myself completely sealed
within this sepulchre that is my skull. It is Golgotha, and I.
had been dreaming all along, and I didn't know it.
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