THE PROMISE FULFILLED

Tonight's subject is "The Promise Fulfilled." Now, here we are
gathered together; and I daresay if I asked any one here, including
myself, the speaker: Are we really known in the world/ I think we
would all admit, Only to a very small circle, our relatives; and
then we could think of those who are so publicized the world over
throughout the ages, and you might think that you are not really
known, that not a thing is ever mentioned about you in any book ever
written. But I want to tell you that the greatest book ever writ-
ten is all about you. The Bible is your biography. It is also your
autobiography, because you inspired *f. It is you who dictated it,
and it's all about you -- every word in it.

You came here for one purpose, and one purpose only: to fulfill
it. You came inte the world to fulfill your own prophecy! So,
you are far better known than any one in this world, for when we
speak of the "outer man,” it vanishes and his little accomplishments;
but your accomplishment is to come down into the world and conquer
it, and actually rise out of the grave and return to the Being that
you were, only enhanced by your victory over death. That's the thing
that you really are.

Now, I am not making this up. I tell you what I know, for I have
had the experience. I am not alone. The Bible is my biography, for
I have fulfilled it. It is your biography) and if you have not yet
fulfilled it, you will. That 1s the story of Scripture.

The One spoken of in Scripture -- he said, "All the promises of
Sceripture find their 'Yes' in Him." You might think this refers to
some one other than yourself who lived two thousand years ago. It is
said of Him, "He is clad in a robe, in blood; and the name by which
He is called is "The Word of God.'"

"and the Word became flesh and dwelt within us" (John 1:14), --
*born not of blood, not of the will of the flesh, . « » but of God"

(John 1:13).

The Bible speaks of two births in the world. 1It's told in the
most glorious way. Paul tells it in the Book of Galatians. But we
will go back to the Promise as we find it in Genesis, for this is the
basic promise in Scripture, a promise made to Abraham. Now, the word
"Abraham" means "the father of the multitudes." He was old. This
is the story -- a hundred years old, and had no heir, although he
did have a son, and the son was called Ishmael. It was said of Ishmael
that he was a wild ass; his hand was against every man, and every
man's hand against him. But he was born of a slave, Hagar, in the
household of Sarah. Sarah was barren, and she was ninety and "it
ceased to be with her after the manner of women" (Genesis 18;11),
being ninety years of age; and Abraham was a hundred, and there was
no offspring from that union. The word "Sarah" means "princess."'

And they prayed to the Lord for an heir, not one born of a slave; and’
the Lord granted their prayer, and said, You will have a son, and

the son will be the heir, and you will call his name Isaac. "Isaac"”
means "he laughs." But they laughed at the very thought that at their
age they could have a child. And then the question was asked: "Is
anything too hard for the Lord?" (Genesis 18:14); and Abraham replied,
No,




Abraham believed all things were possible to God. At the ap-
pointed hour the child was bornj and they called him as the angel
said, "Call him Isaac =-- he laughs."” That is the story.

Now the story, as explained to us in the Book of Galatians,
.which is considered the earliest book written in the New Testament,
[it was written twenty-odd years before the earliest gospel, Mark];
and in this he teils the story. "The promise was made to Abraham
and to his offspring. It does not say, ‘offsprings,’' referring to
many; but, referring to one, 'And to your offspring,' which is Christ.”
(Galatians 3:16)

He states it clearly: “offspring." The offspring promised is
Christ, and it was promised to Abraham. Then he states: "This is
an allegory" (Galatians 4:24), as he goes on to explain the story of
the birth. He said Abraham brought forth a son. We have only one
gson -- the offspring, which is Christ. He speaks now of two sons:
one born of Hagar, which he likens to the present Jerusalem, and that
gon was "born from below"; another son came, born of a freewoman and
"born from above.” The one born of slavery brings her sons into
slavery and is enslaved with them; and the one "born from above"

is born of our Mother, Jerusalem, born into liberty. And again he
states that this is an allegory.

Having experienced 1t, I can tell you a story. You and I are
born of Hagar, Ishmael, as the garments of flesh go. All these
garments of flesh and blood are "the sons of Hagar, born into slav-
ery." You are enslaved by the bodies that you wear.

We are told in Scripture: They will go into a land, and they will
be sojourners there. They will be enslaved, and they will be op-
pressed for four hundred years. Then, afterwards, they will come
out with great possessions.

"Four hundred" is not 400 years as we measure by the calendar.
We are speaking now of the great mystery of Sceripture. Every number
has a symbolic significance. Four hundred is simply the numerical
value of the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. That letter is
"tau," the 22d letter. They do have five other letters, but they
are repetitions of five of the original twenty-two. The 22d letter
is the last letter., Its numerical value is 400; its symbol is that
of a cross. So, as long as we wear the cross -- this burden called
the human form [ indicating the physical body] -- we are “"oppressed
in this world. We are enslaved by the cross that we wear.

When we "come out,"” we will receive “great possessions," Paul
tells us in the fourth chapter of the Book of Romans. The possession
that is ours is the world itselfl Not a 1ittle section of the world,
—- the world we inherit when we come out of this tribulation. We re-
ceive the Promise; and there's a difference between recelving the Prom-
ise and receiving what was romised. In receiving the Promise, we
are declared heirs; In receEvIng what was promised, we wil accept
it and receive and obtain our inheritance.

In between receiving the Promise and receiving what was prom-
ised, so that we actually obtain the inheritance, lies the great  ~—
tribulation of the "four hundred years." When it comes to the ac-
tual obtaining of the Promise -- with no warning whatsoever, sudden-
ly you come Into your inheritance. And you come into your inheritance
by the "second birth." You are "born from above"! Born of the
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Jérusalem from above, who is our MNother.

In the 87th Psalm it is saids "The Lord chose Zion. 2Zion
is His perfect dwelling place."” (Psalm 87)

The word "Jerusalem," the word "Zion," the word "Bethlehem,"
the word "City of David, and the word "City of God" are synonymous
terms. In this 87th Psalm it is said: "The Lord records as he reg-
isters the peoples, and the Lord said, °‘This one and that one were
born here, and this one was born there.'" Born where? Born "above."

If I liken, now, this "above" to an Infinite Mind -- and you
and I are Brain Cells in the Mind of the Dreamer, and every cell has
to be born. And because it is one with the Dreamer, every cell as
it unfolds and explodes, it is the Dreamer Himself. He is simply
bringing into birth His Own Being! And you are that Being!

So, far from being unknown, you have the greatest biography
in the world. The Bible, the most popular book in the world, --
they don't mention it when they speak week after week of the popular
books; they put at the top of the list the fiction book that sells
the most, or non-fiction, and they would pale into insignificance con-
cerning the sale of your "biography."

Your "biography" has been translated into over twelve hundred
languages, more or less. Take all the best sellers put together,
and they pale into insignificance concerning the sale of your "biog-
raphy," for your “"biography" is the Bible.

"I have come to fulfill Scripture" (See Matthew 5:17).
"Seripture must be fulfilled in me" (Mark 14:49, King James).

And, then, beginning with Moses and the law, and all the proph-
ets, with all the psalms, He interpreted to them all the scriptures
and things concerning Himself.

And then He said, "In the volume of the book it is written of
me” (Hebrews 10:7). It is all about Me.

I have no other book. Then comes the fulfillment of the Prom-
igse, and the Promise is; You will have a Son, named Isaac. It's
like saying, name him "He laughs." Well, I can't tell you the thrill
that is in store for you when that child appears; in spite of your
age, in spite of your seeming barrenness, suddenly the child appears.
Others find it. You hold it in your arms, and in the most endear-
ing mood that possesses you, you look into the face of this wonderful
infant and you say, “How is my sweetheart?"” He will burst into the
most heavenly smile. He laughs. Well, that's Isaac. Theh you will
know who Abraham really is! He is the son of Abraham in his old age.

I was only in my 50's when it happened, and still could have
sired a child; but I had been coming through the tribulations for
thousands of years. I reached the end of the journey, and the jour-
ney takes thousands of years, -- by implication, six thousand years,
if you read Scripture carefully. For Peter said when they asked him,
"Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers
fell asleep, all things have continued as they were from the begin-
ning of the world w (11 Peter 3i4) And then Peter answered that



these wonders will come,*but they do not know that one day of the
Lord is equal to one thousand years. A thousand years here is but a
day of the Lord. [See II Peter 3:8] So, "Let us make man ., ., . "
(Genesis 1326) on what day? Oh the:sixth day. So, six thousand —~
years you've been traveling. You actually came down and annexed
these bodies called "men." You never were these bodies. These are
garments that you wear, and you are enslaved by the garment that you
wear., Yet only as you enter these garments and penetrate them and
annex the brains of these garments, can you enter this world of
®death.” And by entering this world of "death,” you experience
death, or you could not have died! You are immortal -- you were im-
mortal -- and you return to your immortality! You cannot'die.

Although you seem to die, you cannot die, I assure you. My
father and my mother are as alive to me today as they were before
they made their departure from this world. My brother Lawrence, who
took part in my drama of the finding of the child, departed four
years ago; he's just as alive to me, only he is young. He was 62
when he departed. When I meet Lawrence now, he's young. And
strangely enough, all the intelligence of my brother [he was a doc-
tor] -- not a thing is lost. But he's young now, in his 20's. He
knows what happened, and I prophesied with him, "Lawrence you will
be the next member of our little family to have the experience, be-
cause you found Him. My other two brothers laughed when you said,
'It's Neville's baby,’ and you found Him in that drama. You played
the part of Simon. °Oh, God, let me now depart according to thy word,
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation' [Luke 2:307]; and you are en-
titled now for the unfolding within you.."

Every one in the whole world will have it. No one will fail.
I don't care what you have ever done in this world. I don't care
what you are planning to do; it could be the most unlovely act in te
world, -- you are my brother before that the world was [ see Ephesians
1:47. You were God's Son "before that the world was."” And you were
addressed as His son and told that you would come down into this
world and die -- what? "Like men" Esee Psalm 82:?;. If you die like
men, then it would have had no meaning whatsoever 1f you were a man
when you were addressed. Obviously,ifT am a man, and men die, why
tell me I will die like a man if I am a man when you address me?
But I was not a man and you were not a man. You sons of God. You
were all sons of God; and only through the act of Crucifixion will
we be exalted to God. Through the Crucifixion, the sons become the
Father.

If I was not crucified_on man, -- man [indicating the physical
body with arms outstretched] is a cross, -- I could not be raised to
the exaltation of the Father. And because in the end there is only
God the Father, every one has to be raised to God the Father.

So, .the Promise has already reached its climax, but it is taking
place. If I could only get this idea over to the whole vast world
that would listen! Think of a drama that is actually taking place
written in the imperative passive mood, -- a command to be done ab-
solutely and continuously, without any reference to completeness
or incompleteness. It is taking place. The curtain doesn't come N
down on it. It is always taking place, with no reference whatsoever
to its position in time, whether it be 1971 or the Year One, or the
Year Three Thousand. It's always taking place. There is no reference
to position in time, no reference to its duration or -repetition.
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