WHERE ARE YOU STAYING?

Tonight's title is, "Where Are You Staying?" This is taken
from the first chapter of the Gospel of John. If you are not fam-
jliar with it, John the Baptist has just made the statement that
Jesus is the Lamb of God. And in his presence were two of his dis-
ciples; and they followed him, and they said to him, "Where are you
staying, Rabbi?" and he replied, "Coma and see"; so they followed
him, and they remained with him because it was the tenth hour.

[See John 1:35-39.]

Some Bibles translate this as 4:00 p.m.; but it really is not
4400 pom., == it ie the tenth hour. These numbers have a great
significance in Scripture. Ten is the numerical value of the let-
ter "yodh,"” which begins the name YOD ME VAU HE. Its symbol is
that of a hand, the creative hand of God. This whole drama takes
place in us, not on the outside.

Following this, he turns to one called Philip and sald to
Philip, "Follow me." And then Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the proph-
ets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth." [John 1143-45] The word “"Nazareth"
means an unpruned vine., If you are a Nazarite, you are an unpruned
vine. That's the one they had found. They found the Savior of the
world -- the Creative Power of the world! They found their own
wonderful human imagination. That is the Christ of Scripture.

When you find Him, you will find Him an "unpruned vine." It's
quite a shock.

*Behold this vine., I found it a
wild tree, whose wanton strength
had swollen into irregular twigs.
But I pruned the plant and it
grew temperate in its vain ex-
pense of useless leaves, and
knotted as you see into these
clean full clusters to repay the
hand that wisely wounded it."

-- Anonymous [quoted by
Neville in his book,
"The Power of Aware-
ness," pages 65 & 66]

When you find your own wonderful human imagination to be the Crea-
tive Power of the world, you will find it a "wild vine," where you
have mis-used this talent and imagined every unlovely thing in the
world., Now, when you find it, you must prune it; and, so, you prune
it by the proper use of it, and you stop mis-using the power that

is Christ-in-you.

For, the Christ of Scripture is not a little man who lived two
thousand years ago.

"God became as we are, that we may be as He is.”

(wm. blake, “There Is No Natural
Religion"




He is not pretending that He is man; He became man, -- so much so
that you can't get away from being aware that you are, and this
awareness that you are is God. That's the Lord Jesus. —~

So, you remain with Him the tenth hour and learn all that He
has to teach; and He teaches all about Himself. Now, He said, "I
am not of this world, -- " That's obvious. " =-- and you are of
this world." [John 8:23] This conversation takes place within me.
My rational mind, my surface mind, is "of this world.” It is
called the "outer man." He says, "You are of this world; I am not
of this world.” "You are from below, I am from above."” The same
Being, but speaking to Himself.

So, here, the thing called "Neville" -- the outer man -- be-
longs to this world. It is part of the structure of the outer
world., In Scripture the "outer" and “below" are the same; and
*above" and "within" are one and the same. So, when He says, "I
am from above,” I am within; == I am within you, yet I am the core
of your own Being, and that Being Scripture calls "Jesus Christ.”

Now, he said, "In my Father's house are many mansions; were
it not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and I will take you to myself, that where I am there you may be,"
[John 14,:2,3] -

Here in this room is the "outer world," with the thing speak-
ing to you called "Neville; but there is that in us that is Jesus,
== our own wonderful human imagination. There are no barriers to
this Being-within-us. Standing here, I can assume that I am wher-
ever I would like to be. Standing here, fully aware of my weak-
nesses and my limitations, I can assume that I am the man who has
no weakness and no limitation. If I do that, I am preparing the
place. I go and prepare the place.

I let this thing vanish from my consciousness -- this room,

the city, everything; and in my imagination I dare to assume that
I am the one that I want to be. I give it all the tones of reality.
I give it all the sensory vividness that I am capable of giving it
and make it real. Then I open my eyes. When I open my physical
eyes upon the world that I have shut out for a moment, it returns.
So, "I go and prepare a place” for the lower man; and when I go and
prepare the place, "I will come again and I will take you to myself."
Once more there is a fusion between the man that I left behind

standing here while I proceeded elsewhere, and then I went and
prepared the place., Then I come back to the being I left behind
me, and we fuse once more.

Having prepared it, I will now build -- not in my conscious,
rational mind, =-- I will build a bridge of incidents across which
I will take this garment that I left behind and bring it forward
towards the fulfillment of what I have done for it.

So, man can take a dream -- whatever the dream is; it seems
an impossible dream to him, but it can't be to the Being within him,
which is Jesus. And Jesus is your own wonderful human imagination.
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So, when you know exactly who you really are, then nothing is
impossible. You do not have to rationalize as to how it is going
to work; you simply do it. Have complete confidence in God! And
God is your own wonderful human imagination.

"Man is all imagination, and God is man, and exists in us, and
we in Him." [Wm. Blake, from "Annotations to Berkeley's 'Siris*'"]
"The eternal body of man is the imagination, and that is God Him-
self.* [Blake, from "Laocoon"]

It may come as a shock to you, but it comes as a shock to
every one of us raised in the Jewish-Christian faith. I was raised
in the Christian faith. Those who were raised in the Jewish faith,
one day they will hear the same story, for Christianity is nothing
more than the fulfillment of Judaism. It's the complete flower =--
the fulfillment, all adumbrated in the 0ld and fulfilled in the New.
But man has taken these personifications for persons. They are not
persons. Your reality is your own wonderful human imagination.

1 speak of it as a person, yes; because imagination, to me, is not
some vague essence. It is a being -- a living being, an immortal
being. 1It's the core of your being. I speak of it as Jesus. That
is the Being that you really are!

"Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?" [1I Corin-
thians 1315] That is what we are asked to believe in Scripture.
The Christ-in-you is the hope of glory.

So, here, if He is in me, then He's the one spoken of in
Seripture as the One of whom Moses spoke. "I have found him" [John
1:45]. Pound what? " -- found him of whom Moses in the law and
also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth." [John 1:145] When 1
found Him, I could hardly believe that that really was Jesus! It
was an awful shock. You mean, my imagination that all day'long I
misuse? That I thought the unlovely things of people? And I've
made every effort, and then failed, but yet He was within me as my
imagination, and I didn't know §t? All that He said, it is all
about me?

Well, then, I am telling you, after you get over the shock,
you start doing something about ijt., Now, He said, "I am the true
vine, and my Pather is the vine-dresser” [John 15:1]. Well, He
tells you, "I and my Father are one"” [John 10:30]. So, "When I
go and prepare the place, I will come again and take you unto my-
self, that where I am' in consciousness I will take you across
the bridge of incidents, and you will be there in the flesh._And
they said, "Where are you going? We do not know the way." Well,
"] am the way, I am the truth, I am the life." [See John 1k -5]
"You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free" | John

1'32]0

If "I am the truth," and "You will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free," then as you know Me you will be set
free, -- only to the degree that you know Me, for "] am the truth.”
Well, if the truth makes you free, only a&s you know Me are you free,

Then_they said to him, "Lord, show us the Father" and He said,
:I have been so long with you, and yet you do not know me? He who
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coow o Sees the Father." [John 1418,9] "I and the Father are
one" [John 10:30]. -

So, if my Father is the vine-dresser, then I am the vine-
dresser, .I can't have another do it for me; I have to actually
prune this vine, for my Father is the vine-dresser, and I am the
Father. That's what he tells you. So, here I sit, and I try my
best to simply overcome these fixed beliefs within me, and these
pPrejudices within me, because I must prune them from this vine if
I will grow these full, clean "clusters to repay the hand that
wisely wounded it."

I start with my own wonderful human imagination, and then
clean the tree, clean the vine, and grow lovely things in my world,
for the whole vast world is but the outpouring of my imaginal activ-
ities. So, if I do not do it, -- well, all right; I will leave the
leaves -- the useless leaves growing upon the vine.

Now, this I know from my own experience. When I found it,
after the shock was over, I had to do something about it; 0 I
started to prune the vine, and started to assume that I am the man
that reason tells me that I am not. My senses deny that I am, but
I dare to persist in my assumption that I really am the man that
I want to be;. 80 I no longer wanted to be, -~ I felt that I am it,
Though at the moment, reason denied it, in time I became that man.
In time : I moved into the environment which that man would find
himself living in, with all the things at the moment denied by my
senses -- then in time I fulfilled.

So, where are you staying? well, I will tell you where you
are staying. That state of consciousness to which you most often
return constitutes your dwelling place. You can watch it. Mom-
ing, noon and night you keep moving psychologically back to a cer-
tain state. You think you overcome it, and then you watch. Ob-
serve what you are doing. You will find yourself coming back time
and time again to that same state with your same problems.

Now, in this world of ours there are unnumbered states., "In
my Father's house there are many mansions® (John 14,27 -- numberless
mansions. These mansions are states of consciousness, "were it
not so, would I have told you . « + and now I go and prepare a place
for you, and when I go I will come again and take you to myself,
that where I am [in consciousness] you shall be [in the flesh also]."
[John 1443] So, I find I do not iike this state any longer; and i
I don't like this state, there are unnumbered states., What would
you like now to experience? You name it. Having named it, then I
must enter that state. As Blake said, "If the spectator could enter
into these images in his imagination, approaching it on the fiery
chariot of his own contemplative thought, if he could make a friend
and companion of one of these images, then he would rise from the
grave and they would meet in the air, and he would be happy." [from
"A Vision of the Last Judgment"]

You have to enter into the atate, and not just see it as some-
thing on the outside. Tt's actually entering into the state., Well,
I entered into the state by bringing the state to me. I make there,
here, I make then, now. Standing here, -- every one here can do 1t,




.

and do it now; but do not do it lightly, because it will work!

If you desire to go to some place in this world now, -- maybe
you can't afford it or maybe you cannot afford the time, or maybe
problems at the moment would deny that you should actually do it
now. Well, don't consider these things. Assume that you are in
that place now. Assume that you are now in the position that you
desire to be in business. Suppose, now, you want a promotion in
your business., How would you see the world if you were promoted?
Where would you sit in the company if you were promoted? Wwhat
office would you occupy? Well, occupy that ofiice! What desk
would be yours? Sit at that desk. You are not robbing any one
of the job. The chances are they will be promoted, too.

So, don't try to take from another what you feel that no one
should do to you. No; the Golden Rule will guide you. You do not
take from any one. You simply promote yourself; and if you are
gulded by the Golden Rule, doing unto others what you would like
them to do to you, you cannot go wrong. So, do not concern your-
self with anything on the outside. Just know what you want,

You want to be promoted; you want more income, -- well, as-

sume that you have it. To prove that you do have it -- all in im-
agination, you look at your world and let the world see you as it
would have to see you if it were true. You talk with your friends
in your imagination as though it is true. You don't tell them any-
thing about it. You do it all in your imagination, and you sleep
in that assumption just as though it were true, and then see how it
works. I tell you from experience.that, without any conscious ef-
fort on your part, some series of events will appear; and you will
walk across this series of events that will lead you to the fulfill-
ment of your assumption.

So, I know from experience that the assumption, though false,
if persisted in will harden into fact. I just simply assume that
it is; and having assumed it, the Being in me -- I've found Him; He
is Christ, -- well, all things are possible to Christ. If Christ
s something other than the One of Whom I speak, it's an entirely
different matter. But I am convinced that the Christ of Scripture
is the human imagination. And having convinced myself that He is,
I will believe implicitly in His power. As we are told in Scrip-
ture; “Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God" [I Cor-
inthians 1:124]., Well, if He is the power of God and He is the
wisdom of God, and He is my imagination, =-- well, I do not need
any one else! For that is the Creative Power of God. So, what
do I need of any one? I do not need their help if I can imagine.

So, can I dare to assume that I am the one that I would like
to be? Can I dare to assume that a friend of mine is as I would
like him to be, and persuade myself that it is true? Well, then,
I do not look for confirmation; I simply assume that it is; and
then let it happen, for that thing “has its own appointed hour; it
will flower. If it seems [to me] long, well, I must wait, for it
is sure, and it will not be late.” [See Habakkuk 2:13] Not for
itself. That seed that I just planted may ripen tomorrow; it could
be next week, or it may take a year, =-- I do not know, But I am
confident that it must come into being if what I am talking about
is true. Simply believe it! Then let it come to pass.
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