WHERE IS GOLGOTHA?

9 April 1971
(Good ‘Friday)

* . + . in three days: today, the death of God, and then the
burial of God, and then the Resurrection of God. And when you read it,
you may think it is referring to some one outside of yourself, If I
use the word "God" or the word "Christ," the word "Jesus," the word
"Lord," and in any way it conveys the sense of an existent some one or
something outside of yourself, you have the wrong concept of God or
Christ.

We are told: "Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?
Do you not realize that you are the temple of the Living God, and the
Spirit of God dwells in you?" Well, if the word conveys this some-
thing outside of yourself, you've got the wrong god.

So, the one spoken of who was crucified is crucified on you; and
the only cross that he ever bore is the "cross" you wear -- the form
that you wear, that garment of flesh and blood. That is the one spoken
of when you are told: "If you would follow after me, take up your cross
daily and come after me." Don't you take it up daily? Don't you,
every morning, after oblivion, return to this "cross," and don't you
take it up and go through all the sorrows of the world?

Are you not told: "Should Christ suffer all these things, and then |
enter into his glory?" So the Christ or the cross is stated right

here; and he is buried, not in the Near East, as they are looking day

after day in some little sepulchre; he is buried in the skull of man.

That's where he is buried! And he will rise out of that tomb where he
is buried, and the tomb is the skull of man!

He will rise there. He will awaken in the skull, and when he
awakens, he will come out of that tomb; and all the imagery of Scrip-
ture concerning his birth will surround the one who awakens in his own
skull, and comes out of his own skull. And that is the concentrated
drama that is taking place in memory, I would say, today; for this is
the memorial -- what took place today, what will take place tomorrow,

and on Sunday. This is the great mystery.

Now, tonight I will share with you what I know from experience.
Let us go back to a portion of the Lord's Prayer. First of all, let
us take it in its original form. There is a translation by Farrar Fen-
ton. His father asked him, -- he being the outstanding Greek scholar,
-- the father asked him to translate the Lord's Prayer in the most 1lit-
eral manner possible; and this is the letter of the son to the father,
and he says to his father, -- this is the literal translation of the
original Greek:

"Our Father in the heavens,

Thy name must be Being Hallowed;

Thy kingdom must be Being Restored;

Thy will must be Being done, as in
Heaven, so in earth."

* Recording starts in middle
of a sentence.



He tells his father that all other translations were taken from a trans-
lation of the Latin, and the Latin has no aorist of the imperative pas-
sive mood that was used in the original Greek, and therefore it could
not convey the sense that the Saviour intended, as Matthew and Luke
expressed it in the original Greek.

So, we'll take, now, the statement: "Thy kingdom must be Being
Restored." As he said, "This imperative passive mood is, to me, a
standing order -- something that is to be done absolutely and continu-
ously. Conceive a play, an eternal drama, which is God's plan of Re-
demption; and conceive of it as an occurrence -- a simple occurrence
without reference to completeness or incompleteness, without reference
to duration or repetition, without reference to its position in time, al-
though sometimes with reference to past time."

Just imagine an eternal play; and you and I as sons of God, -- we
see the play, but we see it as something external to ourselves, as we
see a play. This play will 1lift us, if we experience the play cast in
the central role. It will 1ift us to a level far beyond where we are as
the spectator. We together, the sons of God, form God, for the word
"God" is "Elohim," a plural word: one made up of others. All the
sons together form the Father. We, the sons, observing the play, are
now going to be cast in the central role of that play. We are not going
to be spectators; we are going to be the actor, the central actor in
the drama.

You can't do it in heaven; you do it on earth. But here, this
bliss spoken of in Scripture, -- we cannot actually consummate bliss
without being generated on earth in these bodies of flesh and blood.
So, we. come down,.  penetrate and annex the brain of bodies-on earth.
We are the sons of God. 1In doing that, we "die." This is our Cruci-
fixion, when we penetrate and annex the brain of the bodies that we
"wear." This is our Calvary.

As we are told in Scripture: "And when he reached the place
called the Skull, there they crucified him," -- the skull; not a 1lit-
tle place that resembles the skull, but literally the skull. It's
called Calvary. Well, Calvary is a translation of the Greek word

"cranium," which means "skull." Mark uses the Hebrew word or the

Aramaic word, which is "Golgotha." "Golgotha" means "skull." No mat-
ter what word they use, it is still "skull," -- "Calvary," "Golgotha,"
"skull" or "cranium," -- all these words are used in different trans-

lations, but each word used means "skull." It is not as our scholars
would tell us; they call it the skull because it resembles the human
skull -- the area where he was crucified. It's Iiterally the skull
of man. That is where he is crucified. That is where he is buried.

He is buried in the skull of man. Because he is in the skull of
man, that skull is his tomb. When he is resurrected, he is resurrected
there. He awakens in that tomb. He comes out of that tomb unassisted
by any mid-wife, -- by any one; and he rolls away that stone, which is
the base of his skull, and he comes out of that hole, which is an open-
ing; and he comes out in the same manner that a child comes out of
the womb of woman. He squeezes himself out as a child squeezes out of
the womb of woman.

And when he completely comes out, he looks back at that out of
which he came,and it's the body -- that very body that formerly he

- D




5-P
S1

"wore." He didn't realize that he was buried in the skull. For un-
numbered centuries he walked and took up his cross every day, and walked
in the dream world. This world is a dream. And he walked in this world,
believing himself to be something completely independent of everything
else, and he's not a dreamer, -- no, he's a reality, -- this is not a
dream. But the day that he begins to awake within him, when he begins
to rise within himself, he realizes he has been dreaming all along!

He hath awakened from the dream of life --

'Tis we, who lost in these stormy visions, keep

With phantoms the unprofitable strife, . . .« .
[Shelley, from "Adonis"]

And we think that we are completely awake. We are doing all things
here fully conscious, not knowing that we are dreaming, and the dream
is projected, as it is when you dream at night. It's a dream within a
dream, and this is the dream.

So, as we are told in Scripture: "He was crucified on Golgotha,"
-- that is the skull, -- "buried on Golgotha," -- that's the skull;
and then he rose out of the same tomb in which he was placed. Now,
see the drama -- a wonderful play that jtakes place forever and forever.
No one knows when it will come to an eﬂh. When it comes to an end,
the drama is over. We are now reproducing in ourselves what we saw.

Now, you are told in the 3d chapter of the Book of Galatians:
"And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham." Now, if you read
the story carefully, Abraham -- in the 25th chapter of Genesis, the
very beginning of the 66 books,. -~ he is dead. He died, and-he is
buried. By the 25th chapter of Genesis, Abraham ceases to be.

We are told in the Book of Galatians, which is the first book,
chronologically speaking, in the New Testament, -- not canonically,
but chronologically, it was the first book written by Paul, which came
before the Gospels. There we are told that the Scripture, -- well,
it could only be the 01d Testament, because there was no New Testament
-- and it could only be the first 25 verses of the Book of Genesis, =--
"And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles," -=-
which means the "heathen," for the same word is "goyes"; the "goyes"
is the heathen -- that which is other than the Hebrew. That being jus-

tified, then He foreshowed, -- that is, he gave a preview of the Gospel
to Abraham.
Now, we are told in the Gospel: "Abraham rejoiced that he was to

see my day." He saw it, and he was glad. He saw the fulfillment of a
play, which was that the sons of God would actually become God; that all
would be raised to the level of God the Father, but they could be

raised to that level only by passing through the horrors of this world!
And you couldn't pass through the horrors of the world until you actu-
ally became embodied in a garment of flesh and blood.

So, ‘the sons of God fell in love with the daughters of men, and
came down and penetrated and annexed the brains of these garments of
flesh; and their penetration and annexation of the brain animated the
bodies. Then we became subject to everything subject to man -- Every-
thing that man is capable of doing, the sons of God had to experience.

- 3 -




So, as Blake said: "I do not consider gither the wicked or the
just to be in a supreme state, but to be, every one of them, states of
the sleep into which the soul may fall when it leaves Paradise follow-
ing the serpent," -- the symbol of wisdom, the symbol of knowledge.
What knowledge? The knowledge of good and evil.

So, we come into this world, and experience all the things that man
can experience. Having gone through all, we come to the climax; and
the climax is Resurrection. And may I tell you? it's an actual, literal
fact. I have experienced it. I have reached the end of the drama.
It came to me in 1959. I am now approaching my twelfth birthday after
my "birth from above." And we are told we will not return to the
Kingdom of God raised to the level of God the Father until we are "born
from above." And birth "from above" and Resurrection coincide.

Man awakens within his skull, and he comes out of that skull to
find the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes,"” and the witnesses -- the
three witnesses present at the event. He is unseen by the witnesses
because he is spirit -- He is God! It is God being born -- born this
time, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God." So, God is giving birth to Himself -- raising Him-
self to higher levels of His own Being. So, all the sons come down into
this world, and they go back after they have completed the journey,
and they can't get back until they are "born from above," as told us
in the 3d chapter of John:

"You, a master of Israel, and you do not know, unless you are born
from above, you cannot enter the Kingdom of God? And do you not know
that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son

of Man be lifted up?"-- and that is a literal fact, -- in thd same ser-

pentine manner, you are lifted up.

And when you take off the garment after these experiences, =-- and
they are four mighty, peculiar, supernatural experiences; after the four,
you will remain, and you will tell it until that moment in time when
you depart, -- not restored any more to life, not restored. You are
now in the Kingdom clothed in your garment of Glory. You are sheer
Power, sheer Wisdom, and yet all guided and motivated by Love, for God
is Love. You do not exercise that Power in any manner, save motivated
by .Love. You do not exercise your divine Wisdom in any way, save by
Love, for Love embraced you before the whole thing started.

There is no transforming power in death, as we call “death" here,
-- none. About 15 or 20 years ago in Barbados my wife and I -- that is,
the little family of three, my little girl, -- we were there for maybe
four or five months. There was a couple from Trinidad. He was a
Major in the British Army serving -- not serving, but working in Trini-
dad on some commercial venture, and he came to Barbados with his wife on
afvac:tion: and he was all enthused about my thoughts concerning the Law
of God.

At the same time, in the hotel there was an elderly gentleman who
had retired. He was a professor of chemistry at one of the great
universities of England, and he came out to set up some kind of a fac-
tory with local money but with his knowledge, making soap; for we
thought if we could simply produce local soap, we could save the cur-
rency we needed so badly, which was foreign currency, especially Am-
erican currency and Canadian currency. If we icould only produce soap
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