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WHO PAUL REALLY IS

18 June 1971

If tonight I had a wish for you, I could not think of anything
greater than to wish that you would now experience the story of Paul,
I do not know if you have ever asked yourself, Who is Paul?

Paul is not mentioned in any non-Biblical work of the First
Century, outside of the Bible; and yet he wrote so many letters seem-
ingly from jail, and they have been recorded. Yet, there is no record
of any Paul being in the jail. And certainly, he would be recorded.
So, Who is Paul?

Paul is that last state of consciousness that man must reach if
he would experience the reality of God.

You and I have ambitions in the world. Some want to be dictators,
doctors, lawyers, scientists. All these are in order, But there will
come a time in the life of man when there will be a hunger sent upon
him, as told us in the Book of Amos: "It will not be a famine for
bread or a thirst for water, but for the hearing of the Word of God.,"
[hmos 8:]?] And only an experience of God can satisfy this hunger.
That is that state of consciousness called "Paul,"

Only an experience of God can satisfy him., Not a thing in the
world could satisfy him. So, if I wish this night that you would have
the experience of Paul, I am wishing for you that you would have the
experience of God; that that final hunger would be satisfied within
you, that you would actually know the experience of the reality of God,

At the very end of the Book of Acts, when they tell the story of
his end, they said that "he expounded the matter to them from morning
to evening, testifying to the kingdom of God, and trying to convince
them about Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from the prophets,
And some believed from what they heard, while others disbelieved."
[Actz28123, 24]

That is the story. Some believe it; others disbelieve it. You
will find this in every walk of life.

Now, Paul is the one who started the movement, as it were. He
found God's plan of salvation, and he called it a mystery. Paul uses
the word "mystery" no less than twenty times. He tells us, "It is a
mystery." He speaks of it as a pattern -- a pattern of words. When
he writes his Letter to Timothy, he said, "Follow the pattern of the
sound words which you have heard from me. Guard the truth that has
been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us." [IT Tim-
othy 1:13,14]

He *ells it in his Letter to the Galatians, having spoken to the
Galatians and explained the mystery of Christ. Then he says to them,
"C foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ was publicly portrayed as crucitied? Let me ask you only this:
Did you receive the truth of the Spirit by works of the law or by
hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit,
are you now ending with the flesh?" [Galatians 3:1-3]
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Paul saw that the Godhead was veiled in flesh and blood, and so
he could say, “When it pleased God to reveal His son in me, I con-
ferred not with flesh and blood" [Galatians 1:16]. The outer, rational
mind could not understand ' revealed truth, for revealed truth cannot be
logically proven. So, to whom would I turn and ask them to throw light
on my experience if my experience is not within the framework of the
rational mind? If I tell you what I experienced and there is not a
thing that you can do about it on this level, then how would I turn to
you or any one in the world and ask for some light upon the experi- ‘
ence? So, having had the experience that only an experience of God '
could satisfy, he couldn't go to the rational mind, which he called
"flesh and blood." [

Now, when he uses the word "Christ,"” remember the word “Christ"
means "Messiah." In the 0l1d Testament the word "Christ" is not used,
but the word "Messiah" is; so "Messiah" was the Promise.

Now he said, "Henceforth I regard no one from the human point of
view, even though I once regarded" -- now he used the word "Christ."
Use the word now, "Messiah": “Even though I once regarded the Messiah
from a human point of view, I regard him thus no longer" [IL Corinthians
Ssqu Having had the experience, he was not looking for any flesh-and-
blood savior called "Messiah." He experienced Messiah. "When it

pleased God to reveal His son in me, I conferred not with flesh and
blood."

Now he said, "I have been crucified with Christ," -- which means
"Messiah," -- "nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Messiah lives in
me; and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son
of God who loved me and gave himself for me." [Galatians 1220 '

Now, you put it all together, and I will try to unfold a certain
pattern for you. Jesus is the Pattern Man. That pattern is hidden in
man. And he asks the question in his Letter to the Corinthians: "Do
you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? =-- Unless of course you
have failed to meet the test" [II Corinthians 13:5]. I hope you realize
that we have not failed in meeting the test. But I'l1l give you a quick
test: 7 =

"Jesus Christ.” Now what did you, at that moment, think? Some-
thing on the outside? Let me repeat it: "“Do you not realize that

Jesus Christ is in you? =-- Unless of course you have failed to meet the
test.”

Now, "Jesus Christ"; what does the mind do? Go on the outside
to some existent something external to yourself? Then you have failed
to meet the test, for Jesus Christ is in you. Now, that Pattern has to
unfold within you. It can't unfold within you as long as you have a
concept of Jesus Christ as flesh and blood.

Even in this morning's paper, I could hardly believe my eyes,.
Here is a new paper from the Vatican, giving new guidelines, but in-
s isting on the tradition that must be kept. And the tradition that
they mention is that the virginity of Mary must be sustained. Well,
if you read the 6th Chapter of the Book of Mark, I don't see how any
one with a brain in his head could sustain that story, if you take it
as secular history.
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If you aren't familiar with the 6th Chapter of the Book of Mark,
let me quote it for you. “Is this not Jesus the carpenter, the brother
of James and Joses and Simon and Judas; and are not his sisters,” =~
it's plural, -- "with us even to this day?" [Mark 6:3]

So, they mention six members of his family: four brothers and at
least two sisters; and himself would be the seventh. And now I must
look upon this as secular history and say that the mother of the brood
remains the virgin! But they omit the six that are mentioned and say
she only had one, and justify it by saying that Joseph had these
others by some other woman. That is not mentioned in Scripture at all,

Now I am called upon by today's directive to admit that the Pope
is infallible. Well now, that is the height == but the height -- of
nonsense, -- just a complete, silly nonsense. I don't care what you
have had as a background in religion, that statement is stupid. Re-
ligion has not a thing -- true religion hasn't a thing to do with
secular history. It is salvation history. The whole thing unfolds
in you. It's all about you! It takes place within your own wonderful
skull., That's where it takes place. The Being spoken of as the Lord
in the Bible is your own wonderful "I AM." That's God!

Your own wonderful human imagination -- that is the Lord. One
day when you get rid of some physical *"christ" -- some physical being
external to yourself, you make room for the stirring of this Pattern
within you; and the pattern unfolds within you.

Paul said, "I refuse to admit any one but Jesus Christ, and him
crucified" [I Corinthians 2:2].

You hear the word "crucified" and you think of some cruel act,
don't you? It isn't. Let me share with you my experience of the cru-
cifixion. It is sheer bliss.

The 42d Chapter of Psalms, =-- or the 424 Psalm, if you prefer it,
-=- tells a story of remembrance:

"And these things I remember," [Psalm 42:4]
and now he recites what he remembers: how he went with the throng

and 1led them in procession to a house of God. It was a gay and harpy
crowd.

That night I led them in procession to the house of God. They
wvere altogether -- I would say -- thrilled beyond measure because we
are leading to the house of God. A voice rang out as I led them, and
the voice said, "And God walks with them."

A woman at my side =-- to my right, she answered the voice; and
she said, "If God walks with us, where is He?"

And the voice replied, "At your side."

She turned to her left, looked into my face; and then she said,
"What! Is Neville God?"

And the voice replied, "Yes, in the act of waking."
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Then the voice said to me =-- and to me only; it came from the
very depths of my being: ™I laid myself down within you to sleep; and
as I slept, I dreamt a dream. I dreamed -- *" and I knew exactly what
he was dreaming. He was dreaming that He is I. I also knew that when
He woke from His dream, I am He. The two would cease to be two, and
they would become one. He is dreaming my life until He awakes within
me; but when He awakes within me, He is not another. He awakes as
the being in whom He fell asleep, whose life He is dreaming. That, I
did know!

And then this happened: I felt myself move guickly from this
wonderful crowd moving towards the seeming House of God, and then
suddenly I am "nailed" upon this body with these six vortices. My
head is a vortex; my two hands are vortices; my right side is a vor-
tex; and my two feet -- the soles of my feet are vortices., And I
tell you, it is sheer ecstacy. That's the Crucifixion! That is when
God crucified Himself upon this cross calied "man of flesh and blood."

Well, no one can attain to bliss unless he is generated here on
earth, So, you and I are here; and God deliberately laid Himself down
within us to dream our lives, and He's dreaming that He is you. And
one day He will awake, and He is you, and you are God! -- without loss
of identity. 1I,will know you just as I know you now, but you will be
raised to the Nth degree of beauty. I can't quite find the words to
describe the majesty and the dignity and all that is wonderful con-
cerning you; and yet, I will know you as God. I will know you as Jim,
whom I know and love as a friend, and I will still know Jimmy as CGod!
That is the destiny for every one in this world.

So, you can forget the historicity of Scripture as organized
churches keep it and maintain it.

Paul made the statement in his famous 13th Chapter of First Corin-
thians, called "Hymn in Praise of Love," -- the hymn of Love; he said,
“When I was a child, I thought like a child, I spoke like a child, I
reasoned like a child; but when I became a man, I gave up childish
ways" [Corinthians 13:11].

When you mature spiritually, you cive up these childish ways that
insist on the historicity of Jesus and the secular history of the
Bible. And that Pattern will unfold when that child becomes a man; so
he stops accepting the flesh-and-blood Jesus and sees him for what he
is. It's a pattern that unfolds within a man as the man in whom it
unfolds. And it begins with the Resurrection.

The Crucifixion is over for all of us. Every one has been cruci-

fied with Christ on these "garments" called the "cross." The day
will come, -- and it starts with the Resurrection, -- you will rise
within yourself, followed instantly by your "birth from above." For

no man can enter that state called the Kingdom of God unless he is born
f rom above, So, he spent his days from morning to evening testifying
to the Kingdom of God, and trying to convince them about Jesus. Then
he used as his arguments the law of Moses, reading Scripture for them,
and then the prophets and the Psalms, trying to show these passages
paralleled his own experience.

- ] -
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What passage would parallel his experience "ween it pleased God
to reveal his Son in me"? And the preposition is "in"; it's not "to"
me, as some translators give it. "When it pleased God to reveal His
Son in me" [Galatians 1:16 and footnote],--that's where He is revealed
-- suddenly within you the Son appears, and the Son is just as told
you in the Scripture, the Second Psalm:

And I will tell of the decree of the Lord:
He said unto me, "Thou art my son,
today I have begotten thee." [Psalm 2:7]

Whose words are these? These are the words of the Psalmist, David,

So, when He reveals His Son in you, which is called *"Messiah,"
it is David. Then you know Who-You-Are, because he is telling of the
decree of the Lord. God said unto David, "Thou art my son." Well, if
David now stands before you and calls you"Father," Who are vou? Are
you not God? Are you not the Lord? Well, I prophesy for you, you
will have it, You will have that experience where David stands before
you and calls you "Father." Then, and then only, you will know that
you are the Lord God. All these things are going to happen to every
child born of woman.

How do I know when? Let me share with you an experience, -- I
do not think the lady is here tonight, -- she has been coming here re-
cently, and she wrote me a letter, and she said: "I did not under-
stand your books; they were given recently to me by a lady who brought
me to your meetings. I've only been coming to your meetings recently,
and I will come, I think, until the end."

, Well, they are not here tonight, but I will tell the story. She
said, "The night before last," -- and her letter is dated the 11th of
June; so this is the 9th of June, -- "in my dream I found myself stand-
ing on the corner waiting for a streetcar or a bus, and they came by
and the crowds got on, and I let every one go by. And I wondered to
myself, 'If across the way, from the apartment house, some one is see-
ing me standing here, they will wonder, What's wrong with that woman?
She could have boarded one of these buses to take her to her destina-
tion.' And here I am, waiting.-

“Then a woman came to me and said to me, 'The train you are wait-
ing for will be here in a minute. It's a black train -- a long, flat,
Hack train, with seats on both sides facing the street,'

"I looked up, and here was a long, black train coming, with seats
on both sides facing the street., I boarded it. Up front I saw a crowd
around a coffin. The coffin was covered, and they were weeping; and
my attention was drawn to the coffin. Then it was diverted, because I
looked to the street, and here was a young woman dead =-- very dead,

Her right arm was eaten away up to the shoulder, and she was dead and
really very dead, as she lay there., Then I noticed the feet begin to
move, and this woman began to be -- I would say -- restored to life,
this young woman. Then my attention was turned now to the coffin; and
out of the coffin rises a man clothed in white.

"At that moment I awoke, and ramined awake long enough to record

it and to impress my mind with the dream. I went back to sleep, and
here I am among a huge crowd. We are all going to hear Neville; but
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